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DOWN IN THE VALLEY 


South Wales was, prior to the formation of the National Bus 
Company and local government reorganisation in the 1970s, 
arguably one of the most interesting areas of the country as far as 
the bus enthusiast fraternity was concerned with its plethora of 
municipals, independents, BET operators and the state-owned 
Red & White and United Welsh. 

All was, however, set to change. Initial National Bus Company 
rationalisation saw Western Welsh’s westernmost routes 
transferred to South Wales and Crosville, WW at the same time 
absorbing Rhondda. 

Then in 1978, the NBC transferred Red & White’s operations 
to WW, naming the merged company National Welsh/Cymru 
Cenedlaethol, the new company’s area of operations thus 
became South-East Wales and the Forest of Dean area of 
Gloucestershire. At the same time municipal operators merged 
and the influence of the independents diminished. 

In 1987, National Welsh was sold to its management, which 
struggled to make a profit. In January 1991, the Eastern 
Division of National Welsh, which included depots in Cwmbran, 



Crosskeys, Brynmawr and Chepstow, was sold to Western Travel 
Group. Western Travel renamed this division (with its outstations 
at Abergavenny, Brecon, Cinderford, Ross and Lydney), Red & 
White Services Ltd. 

Our frontispiece this month looks back at the NBC era when 
there was still considerable variety in buses in not liveries. 

MAIN PICTURE: It’s 1983 and Leyland National N1594 

(SKG 904S) heads for Tredegar in typical South Wales scenery. 
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LEFT: The Bristol MW6G saloon proliferated in the Red & White 
fleet, most of these being absorbed into the National Welsh 
fleet upon its formation in 1978. Seen here in Monmouth bus 
station in July 1979 is U1565 (DAX 618C) awaiting its next duty. 
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BELOW: Here in May 1981, coach-seated Bristol LHS6L National 
Welsh MD8026 (GTX 761W) takes time out in Chepstow bus 
station. This well-travelled LHS would later see service with 
United, Nottingham and Lakeland of Hurst Green. 
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NEWS PLUS 6 

The latest news from the world of bus preservation and beyond. 

MERSEYSIDE MAGNIFICENCE 14 

A former Liverpool Leyland PD2/20 has been restored in Merseyside PTE 
guise. ANDY RIGBY reports. 

ON THE ROAD 18 

This month’s array of older buses and coaches is presented by 
DAVID JUKES. 

QUEEN OF THE FLATLANDS 24 


The sole surviving Eastern Counties Bristol MW5G saloon has made a 
promised trip back to the Fenland depot where it was based for 13 years. 
NICK LARKIN tells the story. 

RETURN JOURNEY: EASTERN COUNTIES 28 

Eastern Counties was one of the largest former Tilling operators taking in 
Norfolk, Suffolk and Cambridgeshire. Here we return to pre-deregulation 
days for a nostalgic ride around Eastern England .. . 



RF = REALLY FINE 30 

The Transport Museum, Wythall’s JAMES MUNRO and 
MALCOLM KEELEY report on the return to the road of RF 381... 


AFTER THEY WERE FAMOUS: LATTER DAY DECKERS 32 

Today the number of non-PSVs is much diminished. The 1980s and 1990s 
began to see a decline in numbers, but there was still plenty of interest 
about... 


CHIPPENHAM — A GREAT DAY OUT! 36 

HUGH JONES brings us the highlights of this new event. 

LONG LIVE THE KING 38 

This year’s Friends of King Alfred Winchester Buses Running Day was 
held on May Day with the home fleet augmented by a number of visiting 
vehicles, as has been the custom for many years. Here are some of them . .. 

FEELS LIKE HEAVEN 41 

A preserved ex-Thames Valley Bristol LH has recently returned south 
after a spell in Yorkshire. DAVID JUKES finds out more about this rare 
survivor. 


RETURN JOURNEY: FOR THAMES READ ALDER 46 

Thames Valley was an early ‘casualty’ of the NBC, amalgamated with 
Aldershot & District to become Alder Valley. 

CAMEL BACK AND CURVES 48 

SIMON GILL reports on a rare original style Bristol LS coach with 
curved corner glass that has been returned to the road by Colin Billington. 

SO YOU WANT TO GET INTO PRESERVATION 54 

ASHLEY BLACKMAN discusses preservation and gives us some great 
advice on what to expect and look out for before you make the exciting 
commitment to buy a bus or coach and take on a restoration project. 

THE MODEL PAGE 60 

This month NIGEL APPLEFORD takes a look at a ‘Golden Oldie’ — 
the AEC Regent II with Weymann body from the Corgi OOC range. 

OFF ROUTE 64 

A newly constructed steam bus, London Transport tea and Leeds 
nostalgia. NICK LARKIN reveals all. 

BUSMART 67/1 

B&CP's comprehensive advertising section, where you can buy or sell 
any bus-related item. 

Cover: Crossley-bodied Leyland PD2/20 L227 (SKB 224) is the 
latest jewel to be added to the Merseyside Transport Trust’s 
box of gems — gleaming and shiny! Read the full story on page 

14. PHILIP LAMB 
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YARDLEY WOOD BUS CLUB 


NX Historic Society, Yardley Wood Bus Club 
& Transport Museum Wythall 

“BIRMINGHAM BUS BASH” 

Sunday 10th September 2017 
Cannon Hill Park, Edgbaston, B5 7RL 
1000-1700hrs 

Free Admission, Modern & Vintage Buses 
Free Shuttle Service From The City To The Park 
Sales Stall, Refreshments, Entertainment 

NEW EVENT 

Contact Details: 

Bus Entries - Andy Walcott, noa462x.aw@gmail.com 
Stall Entries - Peter Turland, turland@btinternet.com 
General Enquiries- Andy Collett, 

andy.collett@nationalexpress.com 

Free Overnight Parking For Visiting Buses At 
Wythall Transport Museum on The Saturday 


NEW NXWM MODELS COMING SOON.... 
WATCH THIS SPACE FOR UPDATES 
www.ywbc.co.uk 

CORGI APRIL-AUGUST 2017 


OUR PRICE £30 rrp £38.99 

46618A STAGECOACH LONDON (Pride Livery) LT239, LTZ 1239 
(8 Bow Street) 

46618B STAGECOACH LONDON (Pride Livery) LT239 
(15 Trafalgar Square) 

46512A BRIGHTON & HOVE - GEMINI ECLIPSE 2, 489, BJ63 UJT 
(1 Mile Oak) 

46512B BRIGHTON & HOVE - GEMINI ECLIPSE 2, 489 BJ63 UJT 
(1A Whitehawk) 

PRE-ORDER NOW 


JOTUS RESIN MODELS DUE JUNE 




76RS76620 

ARRIVA KENT & SUSSEX 
OPTARE SOLO 

1501, YJ58CDZ 
277 SHERWOOD 

76RS76621 

ARRIVA KENT & SUSSEX 
OPTARE SOLO 

1502, YJ58CEA 
277 TOWN CENTRE 

76RS76622 

ARRIVA KENT & SUSSEX 
OPTARE SOLO 

1503, YJ58CEF 
402 SOUTHBOROUGH 


£95 

Each 

rrp £139.99 


FREE P&P 


VERY 
LIMITED 
To 150 
Worldwide 


BT MODELS AVAILABLE JUST £13 




B209A 

WESTERN NATIONAL 
BRISTOL MW6G 
93 DARTMOUTH 
2627, FT A 239D 

B209B 

WESTERN NATIONAL 
BRISTOL MW5G 
282 TIVERTON 
2623, 754 MDV 


POSTAL CHARGES FROZEN AGAIN UNTIL MARCH 2018 

For Models Posted Out Together 
UK Rates: 1 Model = £3: Each Additional Model £1.50 each 
Europe Rates: 1 Model = £4: Each Additional Model £2 each 
Worldwide Rates: £5 per Model 
Payment by Cheque, Cash, Bank Transfer only 
Sorry we do NOT accept Debit / Credit cards 

www.ywbc.co.uk 


CORGI MODELS 
Available £25 

41913A SOUTHDOWN “QUEEN MARY” O/T - LEYLAND PD3 
197 Eastbourne, East Dean, Birling Gap, Beachy Head 
41913B SOUTHDOWN “QUEEN MARY” O/T - LEYLAND PD3 
197 Top Of Beachy Head 
46615A ARRIVA LONDON “COCA COLA” - NBFL 
137 Streatham Hill 

46615B ARRIVA LONDON “COCA COLA” - NBFL 
137 Oxford Circus 

46616B GO AHEAD LONDON “HERITAGE LIVERY - NBFL 
11 Fulham Broadway 

46712B LOTHIAN BUSES - WRIGHT ECLIPSE 2 
21 Leith Links 


YWBC 

We are 
pleased to 
announce our 
new 

“Showbus” 
TWM 1266 
Leyland Lynx 
Look out for 
us in 2017 at 



nViVil VWW. bUI IUMV«\U^MUMbVIMVb.VWIM 

07814 403173 

Rallies across 
the UK 



CONTACT ADDRESS 

UPDATED RALLY DATES FOR 2017 SEASON 


YARDLEY WOOD BUS CLUB 
71 TAYLOR ROAD 
KINGS HEATH 
BIRMINGHAM B13 OPB 


16 Jul Alton Hampshire 
Bus & Running Day 
23 Jul Rotherham 
Open & Running Day 
30 Jul Oxford 
Vintage Bus Rally 
6 Aug Gosport Bus Rally 
19/20 Aug Lathalmond 
Bus Museum 


27/28 Aug Transport 
Museum Wythall 
Bank Holiday Running Days 
3 Sept Leicester Bus Rally 
10 Sept Birmingham Bus Bash 
Cannon Hill Park 
Birmingham 
17 Sept SHOWBUS 
Donington Park 


SERVICE WITH A SMILE AT YWBC 
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Time once again for some reminders! 

We still have something of a problem 
with the quality of pictures submitted 
for publication. The resolution of images 
is not an easy issue to understand. 

These days there is a trend towards low- 
resolution pictures that are quick and 
easy to e-mail using a phone or tablet. 

In this size, resolution is of little or no 
consequence and everything appears 
good. However, when it comes to 
reproduction on the printed page, many 
more factors come into play. 

Resolution is really a matter of how 
many dots there are per inch. Put a 
magnifying glass to a picture on your 
phone screen and you will see them. Do 
the same to the pages of this magazine 
and you will be hard pushed to spot them, 
this is because there are many more of 
them per inch, 300 to be precise, four 
times as many. Although this, and all other 
magazines, are prepared digitally, when it 
comes to actually putting the ink on the 
page, a mechanical process which relies 
on a much higher resolution to achieve 
the sharpness and clarity required. 

Whilst the modern 
day printing presses 
required for high- 
volume production 
are high-tec in 
many ways they still 
require physical 
contact to put the 
ink on the paper. 

So there we have 
it — high-res only 
please, that means 
setting your camera 
or phone to the best 
quality available 
and don’t modify 
the picture — just 
send it! 

High-resolution 
pictures taken on 
phones or non- 
DSLR are fine, but 
please do not use a 
wide-angle setting 
— these are great 
for those pictures of 
Auntie Flo in front 
of Buckingham 
Palace, but tend to 


distort large objects like buses. Please also, 
as David Jukes flagged up last month, step 
back rather than use the zoom to include 
some background. Closely cropped 
pictures are unlikely to be used. 

Emailed items sometimes get mislaid 
because they have been sent to the wrong 
address. All items directly related to the 
editorial content within the magazine, 
except for advertising issues, should be 
e-mailed to busandcoachpreservation@ 
gmail.com. This includes press releases, 
suggestions for future articles and so on. 
Adverts, both trade and private lineage 
go to Sandra at presbusps2@btinternet. 
com. This is also the address for general 
administrative matters, but 
not subscriptions. All queries relating to 
these should be directed to Webscribe at 
www.webscribe.co.uk. 

And once again PLEASE! include a 
telephone number with all correspondence 
both email and letters. Most matters can 
be quickly and easily resolved by a quick 
phone call. 

Below are high and low resolution 
images for you to compare. 
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Buses & Coaches welcome at Haverhill Rally 

Buses and coaches are welcome at the 
HCVS Haverhill Historic Transport Rally 
& Road Run on Sunday 9 July. Organised 
by the East Anglia area section in 
conjunction with Haverhill Town Council. 

The event, which is also open to cars, 
motorcycles and commercial vehicles built 
before December 1995, is being held at the 
South Car Park in the town centre between 
10.00-17.00 with a road run around local 
villages starting at 11.00. There will be free 
vintage bus & coach rides around the town 
between 13.00 and 16.00. 

The event is free both to enter and for 
the visiting public. Call Stephen: 01787 
468601 (evenings) or Mike: 07791 565863. 

Report and picture: JOHN WAKEFIELD 



Crich latest 




The National Tramway Museum has 
received £15,000 from Arts Council 
England (ACE) and £7,600 from the 
Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) for its 
‘Conversations and Memories’ project. 

The memorial will take the form of 
a series of contemporary sculptures, 
designed by artistic duo Musson 
& Retallick, winners in the 2017 
International Civic Trust Awards for their 
Somme Memorial Artwork in Barnsley. 

Tramways throughout the UK lost 
many men to the war effort, a fact that is 
not well recognised or commemorated. 
The tramway industry was also host to 
significant social change. Female tram 
workers became very visible in positions 
of authority, yet it was a decade before 
emancipation. Recruitment trams were 
the scenes for life-changing moments. 
Injured men returning from war often 
could not physically access trams. The 
National Tramway Museum collection 
includes a range of fascinating material 
relevant to the period, including oral 
history recordings, rolls of honour, 


employee records, wage books and 
photographs. 

Musson & Retallick will use 
the archives and community 
engagement to inspire the final 
artwork, which will consist of 
groups of abstract steel figures, 
standing in different locations 
around Crich Tramway Village. 

Each group of figures will represent 
a different story, for example, soldiers 
huddled in the trenches, families awaiting 
the return of their loved ones, women 
working together to keep the trams 
running or people waiting for a tram to 
take them to recruit. 

Dr Mike Galer, General Manager at 
Crich Tramway Village said: ‘This is a 
great opportunity for us tell the stories of 
individuals who worked for the tramways 
and offer something very different to 
our visitors. We are really excited to be 
working with Neil Musson and Jono 
Retallick on this project and we’re looking 
forward to working with new partners all 
over the region. 


‘We still need to raise further funds 
towards this project and we are grateful 
for a donation of £200 from Rolls-Royce.’ 

If you would like to help please visit 
http://www.tramway.co.uk/contact/make- 
a-donation/ and select ‘WW1 legacy 
Sculpture’ or contact Laura.smith@ 
tramway.co.uk 

A Model Tram and Railway Exhibition 
will be held on Saturday/Sunday 19/20 
August 2017, 10.00-17.00 both days at 
the Museum. A total of 10 layouts will be 
present. Normal museum entry charges 
apply. 
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New bus service 
to take passengers 
back in time 

Seaford & District is introducing a new 
summer weekend’s bus service utilising 
some of its wide collection of restored 
Vintage and Open Top Buses. 

Branded the ‘East Sussex Tourist Trail’, 
new service 124 will operate between 
Lewes and Eastbourne on Saturdays, 
Sundays and Bank Holiday Mondays 
during June, July and August. It will serve 
a number of visitor attractions and 
points of interest along the way, including 
Glyndebourne House, Charleston House, 
Berwick, Drusilla’s Park, Alfriston, 
Pevensey Bay and Pevensey Castle. 

A Day Rover ticket will be available 
from the on-board conductor, which will 
also include travel on the ‘Eastbourne 
Sightseeing’ open-top bus tour, offering 
a saving over buying separate tickets. 

David Mulpeter, proprietor of Seaford 
& District, said: ‘We wanted to try 
something a little different this year and 
our new Summer Weekend 124 service 
does just that. We will aim to provide a 
variety of interesting vehicles from our 
heritage fleet, subject to current DVSA 
local service licensing allowances for 
historic vehicles. These will provide great 
interest for both enthusiasts and tourists 
alike. Details of which vehicles will be in 
operation will be posted on our social 
media channels each weekend.’ 

For details call David Mulpeter: 

07834 716711; Twitter: @seafordanddist 
www.seafordanddistrict.co.uk 
or facebook.com/seafordanddist 



East Sussex 
Tourist Trail 


Bus Times 

From 10 Jure 3C17 
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■ Lewes 

1 Glyndebourne House 
Middle Farm 
Charleston House 
Berwick 
Alfriston 
Dmsillas Park 
Polegate 
Westham 
Pevensey Castle 
Pevensey Bay 
Eastbourne 


Great Yarmouth’s 

Following NIGEL APPLEFORD’s article 
on Great Yarmouth models in B&CP ’ June, 
in which he said that he couldn’t confirm 
whether Great Yarmouth had actually 
operated an open-top bus, he received a 
letter from reader Chris Hopkins who lives 
in, yes you’ve guessed it, Great Yarmouth. 
Over the years Chris has collected two 
ice cream boxes of photographs of the 
area’s buses and amongst them a couple of 
pictures of Great Yarmouth Corporation 
33 (EX 3472) which is an open-top AEC, 



open-top bus 

he presumes a Regent with what he would 
suggest is an English Electric body and in a 
cream livery as seen here. Many thanks to 
Chris for clearing that up. 

There is, however, open-top operation 
scheduled in Great Yarmouth this summer, 
albeit a modern low-floor conversion 
operating the ‘Seasider’ Route 3. 

Says Nigel: ‘Mrs A and I spent a Sunday 
in Great Yarmouth last summer and didn’t 
see a single service bus let alone an open 
topper! ’ 




Applebys Bedford 

Bedford SB5/Plaxton Panorama Elite 
PFW 419M, new to Appleby’s of Louth 
in May 1974, later passing to Eagles 
Coaches, Castle Acre in April 1984, 
where it remained stored out of use until 
December 2004 when it was acquired 
by Jonathan Jopling, (Peelings Coaches), 
Tittleshall to save it from being scrapped. 

In fact Eagle’s had planned to set fire to it 
before weighing it in. 

John sold the Bedford on in September 
2007 to a Mr Slegg of West Raynham who 
removed the seats and planned to turn it 
into a caravan. After aborting the project, 


SB moves on 

he sold it in September 2009 to Applebys’ 
former director Monica Stones and 
her husband Martin, who replaced the 
missing seats and restored it in Appleby’s 
livery. 

Following health issues with Martin 
it was sold in May to Nostalgia Travel 
of North Hinskey, Oxon, following an 
advert in B&CP (it sold within a few 
days of publication), where it will join 
the wedding fleet of two Routemasters, a 
Leyland PD2, a Bristol Lodekka, a Bristol 
VRT and a Bedford OB. 

Report and picture: JOHN WAKEFIELD 
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OB returns to Shetland 


A Bedford OB (HGE 219) first registered 
with Glasgow Co-operative Wholesale 
Society in July 1950, but which served 
most of its life on the Shetland Isles 
initially with Thompson of Swinister, 
then Johnsons of Scalloway and finally 
James Watt of Reawick, has returned 
home after almost 40 years. 

It came to mainland UK with Kestral 
Coaches, Stourport-on-Severn in 
1979 and then on to Crest a Coaches, 
Bagshot by June 1980. A succession of 


preservation owners followed. 

Jeff and Linda Cook of Henstridge 
carried out a restoration and got The 
Shetlander’ (as it had become known) 
back on the road. It passed to Nick 
Taylor of Weybread, Suffolk in August 
2011, who carried out further restoration 
and took it to shows around Suffolk. 

The coach began its journey on 
Monday 12 June starting at Norwich 
Cathedral where it received the blessing 
of the Bishop of Norwich before starting 


out on a 1,200-mile journey to Shetland 
via the north Norfolk coast, Lincoln, 
Edinburgh, Glasgow, the west coast of 
Scotland and the Orkney Islands. The 
coach has been gifted to the Shetland 
Commercial Vehicle Preservation Trust 
by Mr Taylor, which plans to use it for 
special occasions etc. One of the drivers 
on the 12-day journey was 73-year old 
John Watt, a former owner and driver. 
Report: JOHN WAKELIELD 
Picture: NICK TAYLOR 





HGE219 



A 1949 Bedford OB LTT 913, 
new to Sunbeam of Torquay 
and restored by the BK 
Museum of Diss, Suffolk 
c2010 has failed to sell in the 
Anglia Car Auction Classic 
Vehicle Sale at Kings Lynn on 
Saturday 19 June. 

The Bedford was listed 
with an estimate of £68,000- 
£74,000, but failed to make 
the reserve. 

The vendor Bart Kearney 
reduced the reserve to 
£65,000 but there were still 
no buyers. The coach has now 
been returned to the vendor. 
Report and picture: 

JOHN WAKELIELD 
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Festival brings a bustling atmosphere to Barry Island 
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WESTERN WELSH 




Above: Western Welsh 
713, a 1964 AEC Renown 
with Northern Counties 
body is seen negotiating a 
roundabout on Barry Island 


Right: Heritage buses at 
The Bus Depot, Barry 
were on display to the 
public including this rare 
1953 Sentinel STC4 with 
Caerphilly Welsh Metal 
Industries body. 


This year’s Barry Festival of Transport, 
organised by the Cardiff Transport 
Preservation Group, attracted record 
numbers with around 450 visiting 
vehicles. 

Said CTPG Chairman Mike Taylor: 
‘We had a busy event with lots of people 
travelling on our heritage buses. In the 
past we ran a 15-min service, but this 
year our free heritage service operating 
every 10 minutes between the rally site 
and our restoration centre at The Bus 
Depot on Broad Street. Right from the 


start buses were operating with good 
loads, so we added in some extras. This 
was on top of the Park & Ride link, 
an open-top bus service and trips into 
the Vale of Glamorgan with preserved 
coaches. The classic car side was 
phenomenally well attended with many 
more car clubs attending than in past 
years. 

‘We had a lot of first time visitors and 
amazingly eight people from Hong Kong. 
We are a charity and the funds raised will 
go to restoring our collection. We always 


welcome new members able to work on 
restoration projects. I want to thank all 
our members who volunteered on the 
day, the Vale of Glamorgan Council 
and all the exhibitors making the day 
possible’. 

The Groups’ next heritage bus and 
classic car event will be in Merthyr Tydfil 
on Sunday 10 September. 
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Moss Motor Tours 1957 Bedford SBG/ 
Duple Vega ODL 399 passed to Jonathan 
Brenson of Little Waltham, Essex in May 
for preservation. 

It was previously owned on the IoW 
by Marc Morgan-Huws who acquired it 
cl990 following use as a caravan. Whilst it 
has been repainted in Moss two-tone blue, 
it has had little other work done and is 
still devoid of seats. Sister vehicle 
ODL 400 is restored as a static exhibit at 
the IoW Bus Museum. 

Report: JOHN WAKEFIELD 
Picture: JONATHAN BRENSON 


Bristol leaves UK 

Former Crosville Bristol FSF6G 882 VFM 
has been sold to a new owner in Japan. The 
Bristol, which had been in preservation with 
John Lloyd-Williams since 1988, passed 
to London Bus Export in 2016 after John 
moved from Fyfield in Essex to Caernarfon. 

882 VFM then passed via an agent in 
Hong Kong to its new Japanese owner, 
believed to be a company which will use 
it for promotional work as a non-PSV. 

The Bristol had, during John’s ownership, 
carried an overall advert for his property 
company Lloyd-Williams, and latterly in 
Mullucks Wells livery after John sold the 
business to that company in 2013. 

John is retaining his preserved 
ex-Whiteways Bedford SB Duple Vega, 
DCC 125. Report: JOHN WAKEFIELD 
Picture: NIGEL APPLEFORD 


Shores 



New direction at Plymouth 


Having celebrated its 10th anniversary in 
2016, Plymouth Transport Preservation 
Group now has a new Chairman and 
restructured committee. 

Jason Beverley of Mannamead, 
Plymouth, a member since the group’s 
formation, has taken over as Chair of 
the group. Jason has been a keen bus 
enthusiast for many years and, following 
15 years in retail management and four 
years at National Express as a coach 
station manager at Heathrow, Jason 
currently works as a relief Service Control 
Manager and driver at Plymouth Citybus. 

Said Jason: A big thank you to the 
members for their support. This is an 


opportunity to move 
the group forward, to 
deliver the activities 
members are looking 
for, and to grow 
our relationship 
with the people of 
Plymouth. 

This is a turbulent 
time for the group as 
we seek new premises, 
ideally in the Plymouth area 
but also a great opportunity for us 
to build on the firm foundations of the past 
while looking to the future. 

‘We are also pleased to confirm this 


year’s Plymouth bus rally will 
j. once again be held on 

Plymouth Hoe following a 
two-year absence’. 

The event will 
take place over the 
August Bank Holiday 
weekend. From midday 
on Saturday 26 August, 
a static display will be in 
place, whilst on Sunday 27 
August, a rally and running day 
between 10.00 until 16.30. 

Vehicle and stallholder entry forms are 
available from the group’s rally Facebook 
page or: www.plymouthcitytransport.co.uk 
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Fenland Busfest by night 



Vehicle entries to ‘Busfest by Night’, a 
nocturnal version of the highly successful 
Fenland Busfest scheduled to take place 
on Sunday December, are welcome. 

The 2017 Spring Busfest took place 
on Sunday 21 May and was based in 
Whittlesey, Cambridgeshire, where the 
main street was cordoned off for vehicles 
to park up. More than 30 buses and 
coaches took part, operating regular 
services to March, Chatteris, Turves and 
Ramsey, where a classic car rally took 
place. A steam bus built on a Leyland lorry 
chassis also participated. 

The event raised more than £1,200 
to enable the organisers, Eastern Bus 
Enthusiasts to save an important bus with 
local connections for preservation. 

Wright-bodied Volvo B1 OB PI 12 RGS 
was new to Blazefield Holdings’ Sovereign 
operation in Stevenage. In 2003 it was 
acquired by Delaine Buses of Bourne and 
fully refurbished to the operator’s spec 
by S&T, then a subsidiary of East Lancs 
coachbuilders. PI 12 RGS was withdrawn 
in March 2010 as the last step-entrance 
vehicle in the Delaine fleet and sold to 


Quantock Motor Services, finishing its 
service career with West Kent. 

EBE spokesman Nathan Merry weather 
said; ‘Our spring event was highly 
successful and enabled us to save a vehicle 
with important local connections for 
preservation. People have suggested we run 
a nocturnal event so we’ve decided to go for 
it. As well as being an enjoyable event for 
enthusiasts people will be able to use our 


free buses to do their Christmas shopping.’ 

Services connecting Whittlesey 
with Peterborough, Turves, and Ramsey 
are planned, and will operate from 
13.00-19.00. Full details of the event 
and the organisers are available via 
www.easternbusgroup.co.uk 
Report: NICK LARKIN 
Pictures: NATHAN 
MERRYWEATHER/COLLECTION 
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Change of date for the Enfield Autumn Transport Bazaar 


The organiser of the Enfield 
Autumn Transport Bazaar, 
North London & Essex 
Transport Events, has advised 
a change of date for this event 


from Saturday 4 November 
to Saturday 18 November in 
order to avoid a clash with 
the new Aldenham Transport 
Spectacular. 


NLETE also advises that after 
33 years of organising its events, 
Roy Johnson has retired and that 
his place has been taken by Steve 
Newman. For details of this and 


other NLETE events e-mail: 
nleevents@outlook.com or 
send an SAE to Steve Newman, 
58 Anglesey Road, Enfield 
EN3 4HZ. 
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Newcomers to preservation 


A Cambridgeshire bus driver has acquired 
two contrasting buses for preservation. 
Eastern Bus Enthusiasts Group member 
Scott Gibson has recently acquired 
F105 XCW, a Volvo B10M-50/Alexander 
Citybus from Dews Coaches, Somersham. 
The Volvo had been new to Burnley & 


Pendle as its No 105 in March 1989. 

The bus passed to Stagecoach on its 
takeover of Burnley & Pendle and sold 
to Lincolnshire Road Car, only to return 
to Stagecoach when it took over that 
operator too. The bus ended up with 
dealer/breaker Geoff Ripley before being 


saved by Hodson’s Coaches of Clitheroe. 

It was latterly owned by DeckerBus of 
Whittlesey and Judds of Guyhirn, entering 
preservation in May 2017. 

Also preserved is Dennis Dart/Plaxton 
R131 FUP, new to York Pullman when 
this operator was owned by Durham 
Travel Services, hence the County 
Durham registration. 

The bus later passed to Rider York and 
was latterly operated by First Cymru. 

Scott Intends to restore the Citybus in 
RoadCar green, yellow and white, while 
restoring the Dart into Stagecoach stripes. 




Bedford J2 found 
after 30 years 

A Bedford J2/Plaxton Embassy coach 
has been purchased for preservation 
by Rob Gray of Coatbridge, Glasgow 
after over 30 years storage in a garage. 
The Bedford was new to Thomas of 
Dearham, Cumbria in February 1972 as 
DAO 3I5K, later passing to Eric Hunter 
t/a ABC, Edinburgh in April 1975. Its last 
known owner was Corrigan Coaches 
of Glasgow where it stayed with the 
owner after that business closed. The J2 
has been off the road since the last tax 
disc expired on I October 1984, stored 
in a garage. Rob intends to restore the 
coach for rally and private use. 

Report: JOHN WAKEFIELD 
Picture: ROB GRAY 



Rare Pacerider seeks new home 


A Bedford VAS2 (214 petrol engine) 
with rare Strachans ‘Pacerider’ B14F 
body registered KVL 349H was being 
advertised for sale in Suffolk in April. 

The Bedford, new to Lincoln City 
Council in February 1970 for welfare 
duties, passing to the Lincoln Multiple 
Sclerosis Society in 1987 and then in 
2008 as a ‘farm bus’ with John Saul Ltd of 
Boston. Saul’s sold it in November 2011 to 
Matt McKee, of Bungay who planned to 
turn it into a motor home. 


Now, owing to a change of plans, Matt 
wants to sell KVL 349H as an ongoing 
project. Unfortunately the windscreen has 
since been broken by vandals, so a new 
one will need to be sourced. This may 
prove difficult as few ‘Pacerider’ bodies 
(only around 70), were built mainly for 
London Boroughs, this being one of only 
three known survivors. 

Anyone interested in making an offer 
should contact Matt on 07880 682389 
Report and picture: JOHN WAKEFIELD 
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GAS POWER 


NOTTINGHAM LAUNCHES 
THE WORLD'S BIGGEST 
DOUBLE-DECK BIGG AS FLEET 


JULY ISSUE 

OUT NOW 


Available from WH Smith and other 
leading newsagents, or online at y 
www.keypublishing.com/shop f t 
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Manchester 
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Cheques and postal orders only please, made payable to: 

D P Strange, 20 Hainault Drive, Verwood, Dorset BH31 6LE, UK 

Sorry we cannot accept credit cards - please call us if you have a query. 

Our prices include postage & packing within the UK. 

For non-UK orders please add £2.00 to each title for Airmail delivery. 


Tel: 01202 821423 
www.dentours.com 
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Merseyside 

MAGNIFIC 


A former Liverpool Crossley-bodied 
Leyland PD2I20 has been restored in 
Merseyside PTE guise. The Merseyside 
Transport Trust's ANDY RIGBY reports. 



Owners of the Leyland, the Merseyside 
Transport Trust began the restoration of 
L227 (SKB 224) in September 2016. 
Once its Running Day had passed, 
work could start — with 16 weeks and 
counting to completion! The job was split 
into two halves: mechanical work and 
bodywork. Many tasks could be carried 
out simultaneously but for the most part of 
the former, the bus would be 6ft up in the 
air on vehicle lifts. 

1955 ORDERS 

Ordered in 1955, L227 was one of a batch 
of 34 Leyland Titan PD2/20s with Crossley 
bodywork similar to that on Liverpool’s 
first AEC Regent Vs delivered at the same 
time. Nos L212-29 (SKB 209-26) arrived 
as complete vehicles, with the remainder, 
L230-44 (SKB 227-41), being delivered 
in a basic frame-only condition to be 
completed by the Corporation’s own staff 

New as Liverpool L227, Crossley-bodied 
Leyland PD2/20, SKB 224, has, following 
some restoration work returned to the 
road following some 20 years absence. 

PHILIP LAMB 


at Edge Lane Works. New in May 1956, 
L227 along with sisters L225/6/8/9 were 
allocated for most of their working life to 
Litherland garage. All Liverpool’s Leyland 
PD2 Titans were allocated to garages 
serving the North and the East of the City 
(except for a small number used on the 
City Circle service in the mid-1960s). 

L227 passed to Merseyside Passenger 
Transport Executive (MPTE) on its 
formation in December 1969, and in 
the following January was transferred 
to Gillmoss were it remained until 
November 1975. Re-allocated to 
Green Lane, L227 joined the last of the 
ex-Liverpool Titans remaining in service, 
mainly used on peak hour and industrial 
workings. L227 was withdrawn from 
service as Liverpool’s last rear-loader 
in service on 10 January 1977. Over the 
next 20 years, the group rallied L227 
extensively including taking it to events 
on the south coast. 

On Sunday 8 January 2017 the 
Merseyside Bus Club’s annual ‘January 
Social Tour’ marked the Club’s 40th 


Anniversary. Later in the day, such 
fine vehicles as Crosville DFG38 and 
Birkenhead 152 would also be sampled 
as homage was paid to the first two MBC 
tours. Pinnacle to the formation of the 
MBC, L227 was used by the Merseyside 
& Calder BPG (the Merseyside Transport 
Trust’s predecessors) to mark the 
withdrawal from service of Liverpool’s 
Leyland Titan PD2s and from that tour, 
the MBC was formed. The MBC’s second 
tour was on 20 March 1977 to mark the 
withdrawal of Birkenhead’s PD2s using 
Birkenhead 152. 

RESTORATION 

Prior to restoration starting in earnest, 
L227’s water pump had been removed for 
overhaul and, refitted, it moved onto the 
vehicle lifts for attention. Its front hubs 
were stripped down, re-greased and had 
new hub seals fitted before being rebuilt. 
Its front brakes were freed off, checked 
and overhauled. A new s-bend was fitted 
to the exhaust to replace a rotten section. 
The bus was given a full mechanical 
























service with an oil and filter change and 
has also had its injectors overhauled. A 
wiring issue has been resolved, so it has a 
full set of working exterior lights. 

Whilst the mechanical work was 
being carried out, some seat frames were 
temporarily removed inside the lower-deck 
to allow access to the stress panels which 
had suffered some localised corrosion. 
Affected areas were cut away with an angle 
grinder and the area prepared and cleaned 
with a wire brush before being given a coat 
of red oxide paint. New steel sheet was cut 
and painted with red oxide before being 
attached using monobolts. One of the 
lower-deck seat frames had been previously 
'borrowed’ (somewhat permanently) for 
another vehicle several years ago so this 
was replaced from stock. Its mounting bolts 
in the floor had been damaged during its 
time missing but these were successfully 
re-tapped so new bolts could be inserted. 

The front offside panel of the bus had 
become very corroded and in an ideal 
world would have been replaced but a 
neat patch was made up for its bottom 
edge to cover up the worst of the problem. 
Corrosion was also apparent on the cab 
floor and a plate was made for this in 
order to make it more robust. 

Front, side and rear blind boxes were 
all removed at various stages and given 
an overhaul and greased to ensure good 
operation. Their electrics were checked 
and wiring was replaced where necessary 

Going off the nominal timescale 
laid down before the task commenced, 
mechanical work (or the work required so 
that L227 didn’t need to sit on the vehicle 
lifts and body preparation could begin 
once the vehicle was mobile) fell to within a 
week of its anticipated completion date — 
six weeks and counting until deadline day. 


Top row, left and centre: Exterior of L227 
being prepared for final top coats. 

Top row, right: The Crossley body is 
basically a Park Royal design, the interior 
showing some family similarities to the 

RT. All: ANDY RIGBY 

Upper: The somewhat bulky bonnet 
assembly was a Liverpool design, in the 
same vein as that fitted to the Midland Red 
LD8. In the end the latter’s design was to 
gain popularity elsewhere. PHILIP LAMB 

Centre left and right: Interior remains quite 
original. PHILIP LAMB 

Bottom: The Higsons Brew Double Top 
advert has been in place for more than 40 
years! PHILIP LAMB 
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FINISHING TOUCHES 

Mobile once again, L227 was rubbed down 
over a period of four evenings. Despite the 
fact the paint had been on for 30+ years, 
it put up a good fight, especially where 
it had been varnished. The main issue is 
that the varnish flakes off quite easily but 
then “clogs up” the grit on the sanding 
pad and then the paint has been so well 
protected that it takes a considerable while 
longer to rub flat. It was decided to leave 
the Higsons advert on the side, not only to 
brighten the bus up but it was also less to 
paint. This was masked out before painting 
commenced. Various bits of the bus were 
given some attention with body filler to 
help hide the worst of its battle scars. 

Once the bus had been given a wash in 
sugar soap to remove the dust and grease, 
it was given a coat of light green undercoat 
to help level the rubbing down and coat 
the areas where it had been necessary to 
return to bare metal to eradicate runs and 
to remove flaky paint or traces of previous 
livery variations including its original 
two band! It was also used to cover areas 
of body filler. Normally our vehicles are 
painted by slightly more experienced 
painters with slightly better preparation 
work beforehand, but the intention was 


always to give L227 an in-house treatment 
to get the task completed within deadlines. 
However, when it was time for green gloss, 
the majority of it was applied on Boxing 
Day— the coldest day of the year, when 
it was for the most part -2C! Needs must 
and although the paint was cooling down 
and becoming thicker almost as soon as 
it touched the cold metalwork, it didn’t 
come out looking too bad! The majority 
of the bus was given a second coat of gloss 
to catch the worst of the flat areas of paint 
and the cream around the windows was 
given two coats of gloss. 

The new areas of metal inside were 
given a coat of undercoat and gloss. The 
front dome (which had been subject to 
some pretty serious damage in the past) 
was given a coat of cream gloss to improve 
its appearance as were some of the front 
window cappings. 

New cream MPTE logos were made 
up (to return it to 1976 condition) and 
fleet numbers hand-painted. After this 
the bus was given a thorough deep clean 
with floors, sides, ledges and ceilings being 
scrubbed. All the seat cushions were given a 
soapy wash before being reattached and any 
paint marks scraped off the windows which 
were then cleaned with window cleaner. 


DEADLINE ACHIEVED! 

As intended, L227 featured later on in the 
day on the Merseyside Bus Club Tour on 8 
January ferrying its happy passengers from 
Ormskirk to Burscough and back again. 

Its second outing was the North West 
Museum of Transport’s Spring Running 
Day in March. It returned to Liverpool’s 
streets for the first time in many years 
on Easter Sunday for the Merseyside 
Transport Trust’s Tort Panorama’ event 
and returned on 19 May when it put in 
sterling service with full bus loads of 
happy passengers on the free service 
provided by the Merseyside Transport 
Trust during ‘LightNight2017’. 

L227’s next main outing will be for the 
Merseyside Transport Trust’s Open Day 
held at its base in Burscough on 9 July 
2017, where it and many other members of 
the collection will be out and about, whilst 
the rest will be on display as usual for all 
to see. 

There will be many visiting vehicles 
as well as a selection of sales stands. For 
further details, see www.mttrust.co.uk. 

Merseyside Bus Club Tour on 8 January 
2012, L227 making its public debut. 

ANDY RIGBY 


















MAPGROUP PUBLICATIONS 

Our range of bus & coach fleet books cover all the Major Operators in the UK and our ever increasing 
range of Independent Operator books cover the smaller operators. All known PSVs are included in the 
books. All books are presented in an easy to read format with 6 columns showing fleet number, 
registration, chassis manufacturer, body manufacturer, seating and allocation. 


MAJOR GROUP FLEET BOOKS 

covering all the subsidiary companies 
in National numbering order 

First Group - £12.50 - NEW EDITION 
Stagecoach Group - £12.50 - NEW EDITION 
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MAJOR OPERATORS AREA FLEET BOOKS - covering all 
major groups, former municipal fleets and larger 
independents operating bus routes 

Major Operators North West & North Wales - £12 

Major Operators North East & Yorkshire - £12 

Major Operators West Midlands - £12 

Major Operators East Midlands & Eastern England - £12 

Major Operators South West & South Wales - £12 

Major Operators South East - £12 

TFL Operators & London Tour Bus - £14 


INDEPENDENT OPERATORS AREA FLEET BOOKS - 
covering all smaller independents operating PSVs 


Yorkshire - £12 
East Midlands - £12 
North West England - £13 
Chilterns & Thames Valley - £12 - 
South & West Midlands - £12 
South East England - £13 - NEW j 
New titles being added oirai^H 







0 Stagecoach 
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See our website at 

www.mapgroup-publications.com 

for more details or come and see us at rallies around the country. 

Postage for all books: £2.00 for one book (except London £3.00, £1.00 for each subsequent book) 

Paypal payment available via our website at www.mapgroup-publications.com 

or by post, cheques payable to A Dyer, 
to Mapgroup Publications, 54 Gilbey Road, Grimsby, N E Lines, DN31 2RN 


e-mail : mapgroup@hotmail.co.uk 





















ON THE ROMO 



This month’s array 
of older buses and 
coaches is presented 
by DAVID JUKES. 

^ NO SLACKING 

Seen summiting Slack Hill on the 
Chesterfield-Matlock road, with 
the village of Kelstedge in the 
background, on a very gloomy 
26 April afternoon is Glovers of 
Ashbourne Volvo AIG 8338 ( N88I 
EVV), a 1996 Plaxton Premiere 
320-bodied Volvo BIOM new to 
Moffat & Williamson of Gauldry 
with which it was registered N860 
DSP. Picture: IAN MOORCROFT 



MENDIP MULES 

(I) Mendip Mule open-top Eastern Coach 
Works-bodied Bristol RELL6G TDL 564K ran 
along its route on 20 May, one week ahead 
of its scheduled start, carrying volunteers to 
help promote the new Jurassic Mule service 
to local businesses. This year’s streamlined 
operation is a single route from Beer to 
Charmouth, operating most days between 
May and September. The RE is seen making 
its first visit to Newlands Holiday Park in 
Charmouth; the route’s eastern terminus on 
the promotional run. (2) The first day of this 
summer’s Jurassic Mule service on 27 May saw 
it operated by former Rail River Link UWV 
6I4S, a convertible open-top Eastern Coach 
Works-bodied Bristol VRT new to Southdown 
as its No 614 in 1978, seen here at the Beer 
terminus. Pictures: WILLIAM SPENCER (I) / 
TOM LINGWOOD (2) 


18 


www.presbuspublishing.com 




























FALCON NOWAND THEN 

Former East Kent EFN 568, a 1950 all-Dennis Falcon, has been 
safely preserved since 1970. It is seen in the colour picture during a 
trip round the villages closest to the bus rally held at the Rural Life 
Centre in Tilford (Surrey) on Sunday 28 May. The black and white 
photograph shows the same bus bumbling along outside East Kent’s 
Thanet (Westwood) depot in the early 1960s. 

Pictures: CLIVE WILKIN 


BLUE IS THE COLOUR ► 

(I) Johnson Bros of Worksop 
B735 GCN is a rare Cummins 
LlO-powered Eastern Coach 
Works-bodied Leyland Olympian 
which was new to Northern 
General as its 3735 in 1985. These 
vehicles were noted for their 
higher power and speed than the 
National Bus Company standard 
Gardner-engined Olympian and 
proved popular secondhand 
purchases when disposed of by 
Go North East. Several came to 
Johnson Bros/Redfern, of which 
B735 GCN is one still operating 
and seen in its hometown 
during an enthusiasts’ tour on 
22 April. (2) Newer G804 SMV 
is an all-Leyland Olympian new 
to Metrobus of Orpington for 
London Transport contracts in 
1990, which finished its Metrobus 
career operating out of Crawley. 

It is now part of Johnson Bros 
Tours’ large school contracts fleet 
and is seen during the same April 
enthusiasts’ tour. (3) Alexander 
RL-bodied Leyland Olympian 
G864 XDX was new to Chambers 
of Bures in 1989 for its regular 
stage services into Colchester and 
Bury St Edmunds. The Olympian, 
seen on 22 April, was later sold 
to Helms of Eastham and more 
recently to Johnson Bros with 
which it received a full internal 
and external refurbishment. 

Pictures: CHRIS MARTIN (1/3), 
CHRIS SUGGITT (2) 
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BARMOUTH CROSSING 

Crossing National Rail metals at Barmouth on 2 May 2017 is Express 
Motors of Penygroes (Gwynedd) V405 JTO, a 2000 Optare Solo M920 
new to Trent as its No 405. Picture: PHILIP LAMB 


HUCKNALL HERITAGE 


Linby (Notts) hosts former 
South Notts GI29NRC, a 1989 
Northern Counties-bodied 
Leyland Olympian that passed to 
Nottingham City Transport in 
March 1991 and to Paul S. Winson 
of Loughborough in 2002. It is 
now part of the Nottingham 
Heritage Vehicles collection 
and has been restored to South 
Notts livery. It is seen on 14 May 
operating a tour of the local area 
during a Hucknall depot open day. 
Picture: CALUM MACLENNAN 
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SCOTT’S SC SURPRISE 

(I) Spotted by your ‘On Your 
Road’ compiler to his great 
surprise passing through 
Chichester’s West Street at 
lunchtime on 18 May is Seaford 
& District’s former Crosville 
SSG668 (241 SFM), a 1961 
Eastern Coach Works-bodied 
Bristol SC4LK, on route to the 
weekend’s Isle of Wight Bus 
Museum event. I was myself 
spotted by Driver Scott, invited 
on board after taking this picture 
then treated to a quick photo¬ 
shoot. (2) The layby in Avenue 
de Chartres is used as a touring 
coach pick-up and set-down point 
this side of the Stagecoach South 
bus stop. Behind the brick wall is 
the Bishop’s Palace Gardens. (3) 
Edes House in West Street was 
built in 1696 for John Edes and 
is a Grade l-listed Georgian 
mansion forming part of 
West Sussex County 
Council’s County Hall 
complex. 

Pictures: DAVID JUKES 










































Free Open Day Sun 9th July 2017 

Bus rides linking Hucknall, Linby and Papplewick, Fundraising Stalls, 
Tombola, refreshments and guided tours of our workshop area. 

Nottingham Heritage Vehicles Charity 

The Heritage Bus Depot. Portland Road, Hucknall, Notts NG15 7SF 10am - 4pm 


Soak up a little transport nostalgia, learn about our aims, and 
maybe even enlist as a new volunteer. We are working towards 
developing a centre for restoration excellence in 
Nottinghamshire, whilst continuing to operate the depot as a 
working heritage bus garage. Volunteers are gradually 
restoring the fabric of the art deco bus garage, whilst others 
work on vehicle projects and background tasks. 

Want to know more - then come along for a look around ! 
Please use public transport or the NET tram to visit us. 
Follow us on FACEBOOK for latest news, events & trips. 

enquiries@nottinghamheritagevehicles.co.uk 

































BUSFLIX FILMS 

RECENT RELEASES 


BUSFLIX SERIES 


BF 164 Edinburgh & The Borders 

£10.00 

BF 163 Wiltshire May 2017 

£10.00 

BF 162 Leicestershire April 2017 

£10.00 

BF 161 Oxfordshire April 2017 

BF 160 North Hampshire April 2017 

£10.00 

£10.00 

BF 159 North & East London April 2017 

£10.00 

BF 158 South Durham & Teesside March 2017 

£10.00 

BF 157 Doncaster March 2017 

£10.00 

BF 156 West Sussex February 2017 

£8.00 

BF 155 Rotherham February 2017 

£10.00 

BF 154 Cheshire January 2017 

£10.00 

BF 153 Yorkshire East November 2016 

£12.00 

BF 152 Berkshire November 2016 

£10.00 

BF 151 Buckinghamshire 2016 

£10.00 

BF 150 North West London October 2016 

£10.00 

BF 149 South Clydeside October 2016 

£10.00 

BF 148 Staffordshire South August 2016 

£10.00 

BF 147 Derbyshire West August 2016 

£7.00 

BF 146 Bristol July 2016 

£10.00 

BF 145 Essex June 2016 

£12.00 

BF 144 Suffolk June 2016 

£10.00 

BF 143 Norfolk June 2016 

£10.00 

LOOKING BACK AT BUSES 


LB 108 West Midlands 1997 & 2001 73 Minutes 

£12.00 

LB 107 The Black Country 1997 60 Minutes 

£10.00 

LB 106 Birmingham & Coventry 1996 73 Minutes 

£12.00 

LB 105 Cambridge & Northampton 1995-6 78 Minutes 

£12.00 

LB 104 Gt Yarmouth, Cromer & Norwich 2003 64 Minutes 

£10.00 

LB 103 Lowestoft, Ipswich & Southend 1996 65 Minutes 

£10.00 

LB 102 Norwich & Gt Yarmouth 1996 71 Minutes 

£12.00 

LB 101 Peterborough 1996 

£10.00 

LB 100 Colchester & Chelmsford 1997 & 2002 

£12.00 

LB 099 Brighton Part 2 65 Min 1995 & 9 

£10.00 

LB 098 Brighton Part 1 60 Min 1994 & 8 

£10.00 

LB 097 Eastbourne & Worthing 67 Min 1994-7 

£10.00 

LB 096 Bristol & Bath 62 Min 1999-2000 

£10.00 

LB 095 Somerset 1995—1997 65 Minutes 

£10.00 

PUBLICATIONS 

Northern General Group 1950—1986 

Focusing on the Bristol VR 

Newcastle Transport buses in the 50’S & 60’S part 1 


£9.75 NEW 
£9.75 

£6.00 

Newcastle Transport buses in the 50’S & 60’S part 2 

£6.00 


BUSFLIX 164 

Edinburgh & The Borders 
May 2017 62 Minutes £10 



Filmed in Ocean Terminal. 
Edinburgh City, Galashiels. Hawick 
and Dumfries. 


May 2017 

Widescreen 16:9 
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NORTHERN GENERAL GROUP 



A PICTORIAL RFVIEW OF BUSES OF THE NORTHERN GENERAL 
TRANSPORT COMPANY BETWEEN 19SO AND 1986 


ocusmg on 



NEWCASTLE TRANSPORT 
Buses in 50's and 60's 

41 Colour and Black & white 
pictures never seen before. 


TRANSPORT 


NEWCASTLE TRANSPORT 
Buses in 50's and 60's Part 2 



i 

A look At Newcastle Transport buses in the 50's and W s 
both wrth the Corporation and with subsequent owners 


WWW.BUSFLIXFILMS.COM 

Order by telephone with credit or debit card, (Mon—Fri evenings 1900—2200) 01709 769507 or by mail 

Please make cheques payable to D. Robinson. 14 St Philips Close, Maltby, Rotherham S66 8NJ S.A.E. FOR LIST 

P&P one film or book £2.30, Two films or books £3.25, Three or more £4.50 (Newcastle books £1.75 for 1 or £2.70 for both). 


Follow us on Facebook. See our stall at bus rallies all over the UK 
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ATLANDS 


The sole surviving Eastern Counties Bristol MW bus has made a promised trip back to the 
Fenland depot where it was based for 13 years. NICK LARKIN tells the story. 


Last year, a promise was made. B&CP 
featured Patrick Burnside’s wonderfully 
restored Eastern Counties 1950 Bristol 
L5G, LL711 (KNG 711). This Eastern 
Coach Works-bodied bus deserved a 
feature of its own as despite 40 years of 
preservation had never been the subject of 
a major magazine story. 

However, also lovingly restored by Patrick 
is an immaculate 1958 Bristol MW5G 
LL452 (3014 AH), again deserving of 
its own star appearance. But although 
featuring the two vehicles together 
would have made a great article, we had 
promised the L5G its own story, and 
featuring the two buses together would 
have been logically difficult. 

We were convinced that if a bus could 
sulk (and they probably can!) the MW 
was doing just this but here was a new 
agreement. If Patrick took the vehicle 


to the 2017 Fenland Busfest we would 
feature it back in March, its home for 
13 years. 

‘Done!’ we said simultaneously, and I 
was convinced that the MW’s engine note 
quickened in grateful anticipation. 

And so it was that an immaculate red 
45-seat Bristol arrived at the event after 
a journey of more than three hours, and 
spent the day carrying passengers on some 
of its old routes. Patrick, who has owned 
the bus for 39 years, has a fascinating story 
to tell about the sole surviving Eastern 
Counties Bristol MW from 105 delivered. 

MW HISTORY 

A gleaming LL452 entered service at 
Eastern Counties’ Wisbech depot on 
1 March 1959, having been in storage 
for a special reason. It was one of several 
vehicles to be used for the new bus service 
replacing the Kings Lynn to Peterborough 


section of the former Midland & Great 
Northern railway line, which had just 
closed. Numbered 336, this service would 
last until deregulation. First Eastern 
Counties XI basically follows the route 
today. 

Another new service replaced the Kings 
Lynn to Great Yarmouth section of the 
line, often known by its initials M&GN 
and affectionally christened the Muddle 
& Go Nowhere due to its winding route. 
There had been some dissenters over the 
line’s closure so it was deemed politically 
necessary for replacement buses to be 
brand new. 

Two years later, 3014 AH was moved 
from Wisbech to March, and had its fleet 
identity changed from LL452 to LM452. 
The bus saw regular use on March depot’s 
long-distance services to Peterborough 
and Cambridge amongst others with even 
stints on the town service. Around 1965 
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the seat coverings were changed from 
moquette to vinyl. 

In 1973 the MW was treated to a 
repaint in National Bus Company poppy 
red. The bus also lost its front grille when 
a new panel was fitted. Despite this, the 
following year, 3014 AH became one of 
the first Eastern Counties Bristol MWs 
to be withdrawn. Tt was nothing to 
do with condition, I understand,’ said 
Patrick. At the time the Bus Grant gave 
operators the chance to buy new vehicles 
at reduced prices and this bus was due for 
its Certificate of Fitness, so they just didn’t 
bother.’ 

Eastern Counties’ loss, Cambridge 
building contractor John Brignall & 

Co’s gain as this organisation bought the 
bus via dealer/breaker Ben Jordan and 
operated it as a workers’ bus for the next 
three and a half years. A cream livery with 
yellow go faster’ side stripes was applied. 

PRESERVATION 

In 1978 the bus was acquired by the 
Counties Transport Society, now the 
Eastern Transport Collection Society for 
preservation. However the group decided 
to concentrate on an Eastern Counties MW 
coach , LS789 (5789 AH) new in 1959. 

This meant that the future of the MW 
bus looked very bleak,’ recalled Patrick. 

T heard about it on the grapevine and 
bought the vehicle to stop it going for 
spares.’ 

Patrick paid £580 for the bus. That 
to me was a lot of money. I was 18 at the 
time, had just started work and couldn’t 
even drive.’ 


Undaunted, he started work on his new 
acquisition. The interior was thoroughly 
cleaned, some panel and bodywork 
carried out, though generally the body was 
in good order. 

A replacement front panel was fitted 
— the openings for the towing eyes being 


professionally fitted as the metal on 
their reverse needed to be turned. A 
replacement grille, from a coach was 
acquired from Ben Jordan’s yard. 

A major reinstatement was the rear 
destination assembly, removed in 1965. 
T knew that because Eastern Counties 


Opposite: Eastern Counties 
Bristol MW5G saloon LL452 
(3014 AH) makes a return 
to the flat terrain of its in 
service years. 

NICK LARKIN 


This page, top to bottom: LL452 

is seen at ‘The Fountain’ 
terminus in March during 
NBC days. PATRICK BURNSIDE 
COLLECTION 

The MW as acquired resting 
on a South Cambridgeshire 
farm. PATRICK BURNSIDE 

With paintwork rubbed 
down and replacement front 
grille fitted, LL452 poses 
with Patrick’s Morris Minor, 
which is believed not to have 
survived. PATRICK BURNSIDE 
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Action! As LL452 takes a left turn at one 
of many local byway junctions on the 
Fens. NICK LARKIN 


Above left: Interior retains 
the vinyl-covered seats 
fitted during minor 
refurbishment in 1965. 

NICK LARKIN 


rvitfc. unHIMIS cohpahy 


Above: Plenty of switches in 
cab to keep driver amused! 

NICK LARKIN 


COACH 


OMLi 


Upper left: Pre-decimalisation 
advert for ECOC London 
services remains in situ. 

NICK LARKIN 


Upper right: The front 
destination gear is original 

NICK LARKIN 


Left: Bristol/ECW wings 
were a feature of all early 
M Ws, both coaches and 
buses. NICK LARKIN 


26 


www.presbuspublishing.com 





















tended not to spent money where it 
didn’t have to. It had used the rear 
destination gear from MWs on coaches 
being downgraded from buses. All I had 
to do was to find a suitable coach in Ben 
Jordan’s yard. Everything fitted exactly.’ 

Patrick repainted the vehicle in Tilling 
Red himself, some original Eastern 
Counties March depot blinds were found 
and finally, the vehicle was ready to make 
its rally debut at the 1984 Norwich Bus 
& Coach Rally, held at the Royal Norfolk 
Showground. 

Patrick added to his fleet, his Bristol L 
being bought in 1984. T ended up starting 
work on that as soon as the MW was 
finished,’ he said. He had also acquired 
a further MW, 3006 AH, but sold this to 
finance the Bristol L project. Tt went to a 
so-called preservationist, but was scrapped 
in 1987.1 was not happy about that,’ 
Patrick recalled. 

A further addition, in 1993 was 
Bristol SC4LK, 3003 AH, also 
the subject of an article in B&CP. 

This vehicle was built alongside 
the MW at Eastern Coach Works, 
both entering service in March 1959, so it 
is a real coincidence that they are together 
today,’ said Patrick. 

Back to the MW. LS452 has attended 
many rallies from Lincoln to Southend 
in the past 33 years, and Patrick will have 
owned the bus for 40 years in 2018. T 
don’t know where the time went. The 
preservation scene has changed so much. 


When I got the MW, Eastern Coach 
Works was still open and I managed 
to buy new window rubbers, lights and 
brightwork directly. Eastern Counties was 
also very helpful. 

The MW has always behaved well 
mechanically. T did have a recurring 
problem with the brakes,’ Patrick recalled. 
‘No-one seemed to know what it was but it 
turned out to be a faulty master cylinder. 
This was taken off and refurbished and 
that was the end of the problem.’ 

Patrick repainted the bus in 2003. ‘The 
paintwork was beginning to look a little 
bit tatty compared to the Bristol L,’ he 
explained. 

The MW performed perfectly on its 
trip back to the Fens, — there is always 
something special about travelling on a 
bus on in its old stamping ground. 

Traffic and changes to the road layout 
made some then and now pictures 
impossible but at least the MW was 
happily posed outside its old home, still an 
outstation with Stagecoach. 

So there is a long story brought up 
to date. The MW was a definite star of 
Busfest, carrying full loads at the event, 
and Patrick must be sincerely thanked for 
his efforts in bringing the bus, which can 
normally return at least 15mpg from its 
five-cylinder Gardner engine, to the event. 
‘These MWs were the oldest vehicles at 
March depot when I first visited it all 
those years ago, and it certainly looked 
most at home there in 2017,’ said Patrick. 



Above: Proud owner Patrick Burnside. 

Below: Rear aspect of MW saloon body 
was very conservative. Both: NICK LARKIN 

As well as being the only surviving 
Eastern Counties MW bus, LS452 is 
also thought to be the last vehicle left 
from the 20 or so which operated the 
M&GN Railway replacement scheme and 
possibly the only PSV originally bought 
by a teenager that is still with the original 
owner 39 years later. Anyone know any 
different? 

In any case this bus is a joy in itself an 
important survivor and, says Patrick: ‘a big 
part of my life.’ 








Eastern Counties 



J BULLARDS 
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Eastern Counties was one 
of the largest former Tilling 
operators taking in Norfolk , 
Suffolk and Cambridgshire. 
Although appearing to be 
a largely rural operators, 
towns and cites such as 
Bury St Edmunds, Kings 
Lynn , Thetford. Norwich, 
Great Yarmouth , Lowestoft , 
Peterborough and Cambridge 
all fell within its sphere of 
influence. Here then we 
return to pre-deregulation 
days for a nostalgic ride 
around Eastern England ... 


Seen in Thetford awaiting 
departure to The Oval in 
December 1967 is 1949- 
built highbridge Bristol K6B 
LKHI4I (HPW 141) Looking 
here a little past its best, this 
bus was withdrawn for scrap 
some two years later. 

An early apron-fronted 
Lodekka, 1954 Bristol LD5G 
LKD228 (OVF 228) is seen at 
Cambridge railway station in 
1970. Following withdrawal 
this bus passed to Anglian 
Building Products amd was 
scrapped in 1976. 

Eastern Counties continued 
to specify five-cylinder 
Gaedner engines in its 
Lodekkas. Seen here in 
Norwich is LKDI9I (VVF 191), 
a 1957 Bristol LD5G, scrapped 
aged 18 in 1975. 
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Sister vehicle to our featured Bristol MW 
is LL446 (3008 AH) a 1959 Bristol MW5G 
seen here in Cambridge. Following 
withdrawal, this bus passed to local 
building contractor, Hansons. 

New in 1964, LFS86 (BNG 886B), Bristol 
FS5G is seen here in May 1977. Passing to 
Cambus following the pre-deregulation 
split, this bus became a driver-trainer. 
LFS86 made its way to the Netherlands 
in 1994, and remains there today. 

New in 1969, Bristol RELL6G RL707 
(VAH 707H) is seen here in Norwich in 
1985. Following a brief spell with Oulton 
Broad Yacht Club, it was scrapped 1986. 
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WEYBRIDGE 


The Transport Museum, Wythall’s 
JAMES MUNRO and MALCOLM 
KEELEY report on the return to 
the road ofRF38l... 

Comparatively few buses could be built 
during World War 2. But this was set 
to change . . . Between 1947 and 1954 
around 7,000 RT class double-deck 
buses were built for London Transport 
to replace the worn-out existing fleet and 
complete the tramway replacement. New 
double-deckers were therefore the first 
priority but, at last, the single-deck fleet 
was almost entirely renewed between 1951 
and 1953 with 700 AEC Regal IVs, known 
as the RF class. The large contract was 
one of the earliest for the new underfloor- 
engined single-decker designs introduced 
by the big manufacturers around 1950 
— some years behind Midland Red as the 
lads at Wythall would point out! 

The RF is an unusual choice for the 
Transport Museum, Wythall, but the 
Midlands connection is the bodybuilder. 
Ken Blacker’s superb history of the RT, 
published by Capital Transport in 1979 
and one of the best bus books ever 


written, also includes the story of the RF 
body contract. The original intention 
was that Metropolitan-Cammell of 
Birmingham would build 1,000 double¬ 
deck bodies for Leyland RTL chassis. For 
various reasons this order was changed 
to 450 RTL bodies and the 700 RFs. In 
either case, the order was vast, at the 
time the largest contract received by the 
Birmingham builder. 

The RTL and RF bodies were 
exceptionally well constructed. Like 
the RT, the AEC Regal IV chassis had a 
preselector gearbox coupled to a powerful 
9.6-litre engine and the RFs had long 
lives. Malcolm has a great 
affection for RFs and 
the RT family and has 
occasionally been spotted 
well outside his operating 
territory, enjoying the 
fine events organised by 
the Amersham & District 
Motorbus Society. In 
his humble opinion, he 
rates the RF as just about 
the best single-decker 
built in the UK. OK, it 
was rather on the heavy 


side and, by today’s standards, you 
need mountaineering kit to enter them. 
Nevertheless they lasted and lasted. The 
transport world changed completely 
between 1951 and 1979 but, whatever LT 
wanted to do with them, the RF was up to 
the job. 

They were originally operated with 
conductors but were eminently suitable 
for conversion to driver only operation. 
Wythall’s RF, RF381 was delivered in 
January 1953 and first allocated to Sutton 
garage. As usual with London Transport 
at the time, bodies were separated from 
chassis during overhaul and the chassis 
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T. Main picture: RF34I (MXX 23) 
trundles through delightful 
■’ Worcestershire countryside 
near its home at the 
>- Transport Museum Wythall, 
where it has now been in 
residence for nearly 25 
i'4 years. PHILIP LAMB 


Below left: RF34I is seen soon 
after arrival at Wythall 
in 1993. THE TRANSPORT 
MUSEUM, WYTHALL. 


Top left: RF interior is 
unmistakeably ‘London 


Top right: Cab and fittings 
remain in original condition 


Right and below: The RF is a 

typical ‘no nonsense* saloon 
from the early-1950s. 

All: PHILIP LAMB 





would re-enter service with another body. 
RF381 was converted to a driver only 
vehicle during its May 1965 overhaul. 

It received its last major overhaul in 
May 1972 when nearly 20 years old and 
ran until March 1979. It was sold for 
preservation and passed to the museum at 
Wythall in 1993. 

Following arrival at Wythall, a small 
amount of body work was undertaken, 
which included replacement of the lower 
nearside panels and the emerger 
lower half framework was 
replaced. The interior of the 
bus was generally in very good 
condition, but the wooden 
slatted floor was treated. 

On the engineering side a 
great deal of work was spent 
overhauling the fuel system 
and fuel pump, in order to cut 
back excessive smoke. Other 
projects then took hold, and it 
wasn’t until 1997, when RF381 
had a thorough steam clean, 
underside side silver spray and 
the exterior was then repainted 
into its current guise. Following 
this, the RF was MoT’d and 


used periodically over the next year or so 
before being parked up. 

In order to ‘keep things fresh’, the 
Trustees’ decided to return RF381 to 
the road for the Museum’s twilight event 
which took place at the end of October 
last year. Due to the amount of time the 
bus had been off the road, a full hub 
overhaul was required, replacement tyres, 
new batteries, a deep interior clean and 
a series of electrical defects required 

rprtifirfltinn All nf this was 


completed ‘in house’ at Wythall by the 
volunteer workforce. Special thanks to 
members Ken Eveleigh and Don Payne for 
their work in progressing some of these 
tasks. 

RF381 was able to make a return to 
the road as planned and has since been 
operated on Museum event days, and 
will continue to do so during the course 
of this season. Please check our website: 
www.wythall.org.uk for details of buses 

nnpratincr nrinr tn nnr pvpnt rtavs 
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Latter day 




Today the number of 
non-PSVs out there 
is much diminished. 

The 1980s and 1990s 
began to see a decline in 
numbers, but there was 
still plenty of interest 
about, the non-PSV 
world still yielding buses 
suitable for preservation, 
with all of their 
contemporaries long- 
since gone. Here then a 
selection of‘tin-boxes’ 
still in use in the closing 
decades of the 20th 
century. 



























Opposite, top: Tree-loppers 
are an extinct species in 
the 21st century, upper- 
deck tree guards now being 
the order of the day. West 
Yorkshire CUB 334C, one of 
10 Weymann-bodied Leyland 
Atlanteans new to Leeds in 
1965, was converted to a tree- 
lopper as a result of a low- 
bridge accident. The bus is 
seen in Kirkstall Road Works, 
date unknown. 

Opposite, bottom: Colchester 
was a keen Atlantean 
customer in the 1960s. Seen 
here in 1983 as a driver 
trainer is 1967 Massey-bodied 
Leyland Atlantean WEV 746F. 




Above: Many former Glasgow 
Leyland Atlanteans went on 
to serve in a variety of non- 
PSV roles. 1967 Alexander¬ 
bodied LA389 (MUS 274F) 
is seen here as a hospitality 
unit for Krone agricultural 
machinery. MUS 274F 
subsequently became the 
Wickham Market Playbus. 

Left: Southern Vectis 
1969 Bristol VRTSL 622 
(NDL 490G), the first VRT 
delivered to the operator, is 
seen here at Newport in 1987, 
having been converted into a 
tree-lopper. It subsequently 
passed into preservation, but 
following restoration of the 
roof, the project stalled and 
the bus became derelict. It is 
understood that restoration 
has now recommenced. 



Below: Another Alexander-bodied Leyland Atlantean, this time 
a new-to Newcastle example, SVK 608G is seen here serving as 
Frank Thompson’s Toy Museum. The bus, caught on camera in 
Barnsley in 1982, was new in 1968 and upon withdrawal passed 
initially to Black & White of Scunthorpe. 


Above: New to Glasgow in 1973 as its LA680 (HGD 886L), this Leyland 
Atlantean/Alexander is seen in uses as a driver-trainer in Govan in 
1983. 



« toy 
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Seen in March 1994, Mark 
Forrest Conservatory 
Creations’ JND 982N, the 
former Greater Manchester 
PTE 7454, later had another 
conservatory added upstairs 
at the back. The Daimler 
Fleetline/NCME had been 
newtoGMPTE in 1975. 


Liverpool/Merseyside PTE 
was another user of the 
Alexander-bodied Leyland 
Atlantean. Seen here in 
October 1998 in use as a 
playbus is the former 1598 
(GKA 23N), which had been 
new in 1974. 


There’s always an odd- 
one-out here at ‘After 
They Were Famous’! The 
only front-engined bus on 
offer this month is Tayside 
271 (WTS 27IT), a 1979 
Volvo Ailsa, in use here as 
a driver-trainer, but now in 
preservation. Bodywork 
is still by Alexander 
though! 




fRtfCUSRCTLKV 

















































100 YEARS 
OF SERVICE 


PAH AFFIN • HOME HtATWCOwBSiS 


ALTON BUS RALLY & RUNNING DAY 


SUNDAY 16TH JULY 2017 


10AM -5PM 

ANSTEY PARK, ALTON, HAMPSHIRE, GU34 2NB 

ONE OF BRITAIN’S BIGGEST 
BUS RALLIES & RUNNING DAYS 

www.altonbusrally.org.uk 

Alton Bus Rally & Running Day, 23 Somertons Close, Guildford, GU2 9YB 






















HUGH JONES brings us some 
of the highlights of this new 
event from the organisers 
of the highly successful, but 
now sadly unviable, Bristol 
Harbourside Rally. 


Top: Many buses from Bristol 
Omnibus and its subsidiary fleets 
turned out to entertain both 
enthusiasts and general public 
alike — both groups attending 
in numbers, Seen here with a 
good load is Swindon & District 
Bristol VRT/SL3/680 5529 
(DHW 351W), which had been 
new in 1981, a diverted order 
from Hants & Dorset. This is the 
third livery worn by this bus in 
preservation, it having previously 
been restored in leaf green and 
Badgerline liveries. 


Centre: The Lynx has attracted 
less interest in preservation 
than one might expect. Looking 
very smart in Bristol City Line 
deregulation livery without 
a ‘First’ decal in sight is 1622 
(F622 RTC), a frequent visitor to 
events across the South-west. 


Bottom: Displaying another local 
deregulation livery was this 1974 
Leyland National restored as 
Stroud Valleys 3024 (KHT I22P). 
This saloon entered service 
at Gloucester, transferring to 
Cheltenham & Gloucester in 
1983. It has been with its present 
owner since 1999. 


CHIPPENHAM 
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Above: Double take! It was 
nice to see two Royal Blue 
Bristol RELH6Gs at the 
event, both giving rides. No 
1472 (RDV 423H) was new 
to Western National in 1970, 
amongst the last coaches to 
be delivered in traditional 
Royal Blue livery. No 1460 
(OTA 632G) had arrived the 
previous year, allocated to 
the Southern National fleet. 
Both of these coaches are 
numbered in the I4xx series 
meaning that their primary 
role was excursion, tours and 
private hire work, taking a 
turn on express work at busy 
times. 

Right: A stalwart of the rally 
scene for many, many years is 
Nick Helliker’s Harrington¬ 
bodied AEC Regal III, KDD 38 
new to Bevan Bros (Soudley 
Valley) in 1950. 
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Pictures: DAVID JUKES 




This year’s Friends of King 
Alfred Winchester Buses 
Running Day was held on 
May Day with the home 
fleet augmented by a 
number of visiting vehicles, 
as has been the custom 
for many years. Here are 
some of them ... 

Running light from The 
Broadway is former 
Southampton Citybus 
No 289 (E289 HRV), a 1987 
dual-purpose East Lancs¬ 
bodied Leyland Olympian 
ONLXB/IRH. 

Loading outside Winchester 
bus station is former 
Brighton, Hove & District 
No 91 (KPM 9IE), a 1967 
Eastern Coach Works-bodied 
Bristol Lodekka FLF6G which 
was converted to open-top 
by subsequent owner Eastern 
Scottish in 1983. 

About to turn from Friarsgate 
into Winchester bus station’s 
access road is former London 
Transport Country Area 
MB90 (SMM 90F), a 1968 
MCW-bodied AEC Swift 
3P2R. 
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d Carlton Colville, Lowest oft / 
fines'. eatm.events@ gnia// 


30th anniversary weekend 


toOftmuseum.co.uk 

^ofy & Sunday 9®^ 


Join us for an extra special running weekend to 
commemorate the 30th anniversary of Eastern Coach 
Works’ closure. We are planning extensive bus 
services, both on and off site as well as a road run, for 
vehicle owners, to the old factory site on the Saturday 
evening. All ECW bodied vehicles are welcome and 
entry forms are available from the Museum’s website 
www.eatransportmuseum.co.uk or by emailing 
eatm.events@gmail.com Vehicle entry must be 
pre-booked and is of course free, please book early as 
even our 10 acre site is already starting to fill up for 
what promises to be a most enjoyable weekend. 


East Anglia Transport Museum, Chapel Road, Carlton Colville, Suffolk NR33 8BL 
www.eatransportmuseum.co.uk Reg. Charity 268204 
Tel: 01502 518459 Email: eatm.events@gmail.com 











West Riding Omnibus Preservation Society 




Dewsbury Bus Museum 

Summer Spectacular 
Running Day! 


Sunday 13th August 2017 

10.30 am until 4.30 pm 


Based at The Mill Outlet, Batley! 

Free network of local bus services! 
Shuttle service from Dewsbury Bus Station! 
20 buses running in service! 

Stalls and sideshows! 

Trips to Dewsbury Bus Museum! 


Souvenir programme containing bus timetables 
and vehicle allocation only £3.00! 

You can order your programme in advance by post 

Full details available on our website: 


www.dewsburvbusmuseum.co.uk 


At the Museum building you will be able to see 
projects in progress, our own stalls 
and the Bus Museum Cafe! 


Tel/fax: 0844 504 0089 

Postal address: 47E Dale Street, Ossett, WF5 9HE 


mill outlet & 

garden centre 
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West Riding Omnibus Museum Trust 



Registered charity No. 702232 






























































A preserved ex-Thames Valley Bristol LH has recently returned south after a spell in Yorkshire. 
DAVID JUKES finds out more about this rare survivor. 


Bristol Commercial Vehicles’ LH 
(Lightweight chassis, Horizontal engine) 
was its first new model developed for sale 
on the open market after a share exchange 
with the Leyland Motors Corporation in 
July 1965. The sale of new Bristol bus and 
coach products had been restricted to the 
nationalised Tilling Group and Scottish 
Bus Group companies since 1948. 

LH SPEC 

The LH was produced between 1968 and 
1983 in three sizes: the 26ft-long LHS 
(Short), the 30ft-long LH and the 36ft-long 
LHL (Long). The first was also offered 
from 1975 as a short-tailed chassis for 


operators requiring 24ft length buses and 
coaches (its front overhang and wheelbase 
were identical to the standard LHS). 

The majority were fitted with the 
Leyland 0.401 engine, although early 
examples were powered by its predecessor 
the 0.400 unit, with the Perkins H6 
offered as an alternative option. The 
LH range was bodied as buses, coaches 
and for non-PSV use; most notably as 
pantechnicons as well as a car transporter. 

The LH chassis was built up by Bristol 
using bought-in components: a Borg & 
Beck clutch, a five-speed synchromesh 
Turner gearbox, an Alford & Alder front 
axle and British Motor Corporation 


spiral-bevel rear axle (both axles were 
sprung using conventional leaf springs). 
The type effectively filled the gap left by 
the cessation of Bristol SU manufacture 
in 1966, the Tilling Group choosing the 
Bedford VAM for its 1967 lightweight 
bus orders, and would compete with 
contemporary Bedford and Ford 
lightweight chassis types throughout its 
production life. 

The ECW-bodied LH is shorter 
and higher off the ground than its 
contemporary RE equivalent, although 
visually improved by the use of longer 
window bays than those fitted to its rear- 
engined counterpart. 
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The Thames Valley Traction Co acquired 
36 examples of the 30ft LH between mid- 
1968 and early-1971. Twelve were coaches 
for its Oxford-based South Midland coach 
fleet: Duple Commander Ill-bodied 
428-31 (RJB 428-31F) in May 1968 and 
Duple Commander IV-bodied 432-5 
(UMO 688-91G) and 436-9 (YBL 925- 
8H) in May 1969 and May to August 1970 
respectively. All passed to City of Oxford 
Motor Services with Thames Valley’s South 
Midland subsidiary in January 1971; new 
fleetnumbers 28-39 being soon applied in 
registration order by their new owner. 

The remaining 24 were Eastern Coach 
Works-bodied buses: 200-207 (RRX 991- 
8G) were received in November 1968, 
208-11 (VMO 225-8H) in September 


buyers by Alder Valley in 1977, but it is the 
latter to which we turn our attention. 

No 214’s past history is hazy and difficult 
to trace. Jason is its third preservation 
owner after John Robertson of Biggleswade 
and Neil Halliday of Shipley, the latter 
acquiring the LH in August 2014. 

The LH was a surprise purchase,’ Jason 
admits. T first spoke to Neil about it about 
18 months ago but thought nothing more 
until this January when he was ready to 
sell it. 

T liked it very much, especially given 
the relative rarity of flat-screen ECW- 
bodied Bristol LHs in preservation, 
so I agreed to acquire it from Neil’, he 
continues. Tt also complements the loqal 
Bristol VRTs and REs in,the collectiop.’ ’ , • ... 


1969, 212-5 (VMO 232-5H) in December 

1969, 216/217 (XRX 819/20H) in June 

1970, 218/9 (ABL 121/2J) in August 1970 
and 220-3 (AMO 235-8J) in January 1971. 
All became part of the Alder Valley fleet 
on 1 January 1972 with the merger of 
Thames Valley and Aldershot & District 
operations; renumbering as 257-80 in 
registration order soon followed. They 
later carried fleetnumbers 511-34. 


SURVIVORS 

Today, just two of the 36 survive: 211 
(VMO 228H) is preserved by Richard 
Rampton and sister 214 (VMO 234H) by 
the Rayner family under the Hampshire 
Bus & Coach Preservation banner. Both 
were withdrawn and sold to non-PSV 

















































Main picture: Itchen Stoke provides a photogenic backdrop 
typical of the more remote parts of the country served by 
the Bristol LH; the range was primarily developed as an 
economic and rugged workhorse for mainly rural work. 


Top right: The LH range’s underfloor engine ensured a high 
floor level which, in turn, enabled all passenger seats to be 
forward facing in the standard ECW-bodied bus. A rearward 
view of the saloon illustrates this and the luggage racks 
specified by Thames Valley. Note the distinctive lower- 
backed seat in the rear bench’s centre to assist the £ 

driver when reversing. 


Right: An alighting passenger’s view of the cab 
and platform areas; both anticipated to be 
repainted in due course. 
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SEATING CAPACITY 41 

ARE PERMITTED 
aHM Ail SEATS 
ARE OCCUPIED 

1 

PASSENGERS MUST NOT:- 

1. STAND FORWARD OF THIS NOTICE. • 

2. SPEAK TO THE DRIVER WITHOUT 
GOOD CAUSE OR DISTRACT HIS 
ATTENTION WHILE VEHICLE IS 

-f* IN MOTION. 

Tjj 3. LEAVE LUGGAGE IN ANY GANGWAY. 


Above: Notices applied to the destination blind 
access flap during the LH’s service life. ‘DOOR’ 
refers to the emergency operating button 
positioned directly beneath the transfer. 

Left: More notices are applied to the cab 
bulkhead. The LH was fitted with 41 seats 
from new; four less than the earliest ECW- 
bodied LH standard and two less than the later 
preference for 43 seats and a small luggage 
pen. 

Opposite, bottom: Left to right: Heather, Daniel 
and Jason Rayner pose with their charges at 
the Friends of King Alfred Running Day on I 
May 2017. Early bow-fronted ECW bodywork 
is carried by Southern Vectis RESL HDL 25E 
while comparisons may be made between the 
flat-screen ECW bodywork of Southdown RESL 
PPM 2I0G and Thames Valley LH VMO 234H. 


Left: Cab area remains substantially as 
built. A manual gearbox was fitted as 
standard (semi-automatic transmission 
was fitted to a minority of the type for 
other operators) ensuring the provision 
of a clutch pedal. 

Below left: The LH was transferred by 
Alder Valley at an unknown date from 
its northern section (the former Thames 
Valley operating area) to its southern 
section (the former Aldershot & District 
operating area) as evidenced by this 
cabside notice. 

Below right: Cold start and lighting 
switches are placed to the driver’s right; 
as is a little reminder. 

Opposite, top: The ECW bodywork fitted 
to the LH range featured a one-piece 
rear window; this was copied on the 
manufacturer’s bus-outline bodywork on 
Bristol RELH chassis. 

Jason’s aim was to have the bus back 
on home territory after a long absence 
with a view to providing a good home for 
it. But space has become an issue since 
acquisition: ‘After purchasing the bus, 
we experienced an unforeseen reduction 
in affordable storage so we do have a 
dilemma at the moment.’ 

VMO remains substantially in 
as-acquired condition; Tilling red with 
cream window surrounds (as carried 
when new) adorns the exterior, to which 
National Bus Company enthusiast Jason 
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has added cream NBC-style Alder Valley 
fleetnames. These were most likely carried 
by VMO between the 1972 merger and its 
first repaint into corporate poppy red. 

The in-service look is retained inside 
too. An almost full set of green vinyl- 
covered seats to original specification was 
sourced from another LH and fitted at 
an earlier stage of VMO’s preservation. 

The exceptions at the saloon s rear will no 
doubt be addressed by Jason in due course. 


There are a few jobs that need doing/ he 
considers. 'VMO needs a deep clean and 
general tidying - and I would like to repaint 
the cab and platform areas. There are also a 
few minor mechanical issues to sort. 

‘It has its own distinct charm and 
characteristics/ concludes Jason. A low- 
speed gearbox means VMO is quite happy 
running at 30-35mph and, like most LHs, 
it rides better with a good load on board 
thanks to the type’s stiff suspension. 


‘I have other vehicles to complete first 
but next year hope to repaint VMO poppy 
red; in the meantime it will be out at 
various local events in its current condition.’ 

More information about VMO 234H 
and the other vehicles in the Hampshire 
Bus & Coach Preservation Group’s 
collection may be found on its website: 
www.hampshirebuses.weebly.com. 

Our thanks to Jason and Daniel Rayner 
for their kind assistance and hospitality. 
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The British Electric Traction (BET) 
subsidiary British Automobile Traction 
(BAT) established a Reading branch in 
1915. This was renamed the Thames 
Valley branch by early-1920 and formally 
constituted that same July as a subsidiary 
company, Thames Valley Traction 
Company Ltd, with 86% owned by BAT 
and the remaining 14% by Thomas Tilling. 

BAT was reconstituted in 1928 as the 
Tilling & British Automobile Traction Ltd 
(T&BAT) before internal disagreements 
led to its winding up in 1942. T&BAT 
subsidiary companies were split between 
Thomas Tilling and BET — Thames Valley 
becoming part of the former’s empire. 

Thomas Tilling sold out to the British 
Transport Commission (BTC) in 1948, 


thereby nationalising its bus and coach 
operations. The Red & White Group also 
chose to sell its bus and coach operations 
to the BTC in March 1950 and several 
of its subsidiaries were placed under the 
control of neighbouring Tilling fleets, 
Thames Valley acquiring Newbury & 
District Motor Services and Oxford-based 
South Midland Motor Services. 

Further expansion occurred in May 
1952 when the Oxford coach operations of 
fellow Tilling Company United Counties 
were transferred to Thames Valley. 

The National Bus Company was formed 
on 1 December 1969 as a nationalised 
amalgam of the Tilling Group and newly 
acquired English and Welsh BET Group 
bus and coach interests. Thames Valley was 


divested of its South Midland section from 
1 January 1971, this passing to the City of 
Oxford Motor Services which subsequently 
traded as Oxford South Midland. 

A more major event was the merger of 
Thames Valley with former BET Company 
Aldershot & District Traction Co Ltd 
on 1 January 1972. The new company 
was registered as the Thames Valley and 
Aldershot Omnibus Company and traded 
using a contrived Alder Valley fleetname 
(there is no River Alder within the 
combined operating area!) 

The period leading to the deregulation 
of stage carriage services in 1986 saw 
Alder Valley divided in two as Alder Valley 
North and Alder Valley South - their 
operating areas effectively those of the 
former Thames Valley and Aldershot & 
District companies respectively. 

Alder Valley North was renamed the 
Berks Bucks Bus Company, trading as 
Bee Line Buses, and was sold to Q Drive 
in December 1987. The High Wycombe 
operations were sold on to the City of 
Oxford Bus Company in October 1990 
(and later again, this time to Arriva Shires 

Left:Seen outside Reading General railway 
station is No 820 (FMO 24), a 1950 Bristol 
L6B. When new it numbered 549 and was 
fitted with a Windover Huntingdon coach 
body, receiving the ECW saloon body 
seen herein 1958. Withdrawn 10 years 
later, it saw later service with Wilder 
(Golden Miller) of Feltham. 
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Above: Reading garage yard 
on 13 October 1968 plays 
host to this splendid array 
of Thames Valley hardware. 
All Bristols, they are from 
the left: S326 (JCY 997), 
an ex-United Welsh Bristol 
LS6G; lowbridge Bristol 
KSW6Bs 737 (JRX 812), 648 
(GJB 286), 664 (HBL 66) and 
637 (GJB 275); 752 (MBL 433) 
an LD6B and KSW6B 639 
(GJB 277). S326 moved to 
Thames Valley in 1966, whilst 
No 637, later sold to Glevum 
Coaches in Gloucestershire 
has recently surfaced in San 
Diego California. Other later 
owners include Alexander of 
Sheffield which acquired No 
639 and Liss & District which 
took ownership of No 648. 


& Essex in 2000), its Reading 
and Newbury operations 
passing to Reading Transport 
in 1992. 

Bee Line acquired London 
Country North West’s Slough 
operations from Luton & 
District in 1993 before Q 
Drive sold the company to 
Centrewest in March 1996. 
Centrewest was later sold to 
LirstBus and the former Bee 
Line operation subsequently 
rebranded Lirst Berkshire. 



Here, however, we return 
to the days before Lirst, 
Centrewest, Q Drive, Berks & 
Bucks and even the spurious 
Alder Valley to bring you some 
real Thames Valley scenes. 


Top: With blinds set for Camberley, No 700 (HMO 846) a 1953 Bristol KSW6B remained in service 
until 1970. 

Centre: Caught on camera in Maidenhead 1967 Bristol FLF6G 685 (LBL 853E) later transferred to 
Western SMT, Thames Valley receiving a shiny, almost new but unloved Bristol VRT in return. 

Bottom: Seen taking a turn on the Maidenhead town service, we see No 405 (LJB 332F) a 1968 
Bristol RESL6G which ended its days as a crew office at Woking. 
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Camel Back & Curves 


SIMON GILL reports on a rare 
original style Bristol LS coach 
with curved corner glass that has 
been returned to the road by 
COLIN BILLINGTON. 

With a history stretching back to the late 
19th century, Royal Blue is perhaps best 
remembered as the brand name of the 
Western National and Southern National 
express coach operations from 1935 until 
incorporation within the National Bus 
Company swept away the traditional blue 
and cream livery from 1969 onwards. 

Despite the ending of petrol rationing 
in 1950 and a consequential increase 
in private car ownership, Royal Blue 
continued to improve its services with 
the introduction of non-stop journeys 
and feeder services, together with use 
of its coaches on local tours and private 
hire Passengers also benefited from the 
introduction of new coaches in 1952 where 
the driver sat with the passengers and not 
next to the engine. 


LIGHT SALOON COACHES 

Unlike their contemporaries AEC and 
Leyland, which were both developing 
underfloor-engined models at the time, 
Bristol and Eastern Coach Works adopted 
a slightly different philosophy to try and 
maintain the good fuel economy of the 
Bristol L type saloons. They decided to 
offer their nationalised British Transport 
Commission customers a semi-integral 
vehicle with extensive use of aluminium 
alloy to save weight. Two prototype Bristol 
LS (Light Saloon) buses were built in 1950 
featuring underfloor engines and bodies 
built by ECW. They entered service 
the following year as Bristol Tramways 
& Carriage Co No 2800 (NHU 2) and 
Eastern Counties No LL744 (MAH 744) 
and, happily, both survive in preservation. 

Production models did not appear until 
1952 when an initial 152 were sanctioned 
consisting of 81 coaches, 51 buses and 20 
dual-purpose saloons. The first production 
LS was a coach completed in April 1952 
as Crosville UG294 (OFM 666) although 
it was retained by Bristol for testing so 


did not enter passenger service until 12 
months later. The coach body adopted a 
blend of smooth, generously curved lines 
at the front and rear including the front 
windscreen and rear windows. Unusually, 
the two tall windscreen panels were 
designed to wind down partially into the 
front panel to meet the legal requirement 
of being able to be opened to increase 
visibility in poor conditions such as dense 
fog. Separate curved glass was fixed at 
both front corners which needed a double 
curvature to fit the required shape. 

These curved front quarter lights 
did not prove successful as they caused 
unwanted reflections at times that 
distracted drivers so the front of the 
bodywork was extensively redesigned 
for the 1953 season onwards with the 
windscreen widened to eliminate the 
curved corners and the return of outward 
opening hinged top panels. 

Just imagine the excitement in 1952 when 
such a smart, neatly turned out modern 
Royal Blue coach turned up to take you 
to Penzance. You can now! SIMON GILL 
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NEW ERA 

The Bristol LS coaches began a new era 
in purchasing policy and were the first 
vehicles to be fitted with ECW bodies 
in the Royal Blue fleet. The six-cylinder 
Gardner 6HLW 8.4 -litre engine was 
selected with a five-speed overdrive 
gearbox, and the semi-elliptical leaf 
springs with Metalastik shackles gave a 
good ride. The outward opening passenger 
door, incorporating a kerb-sighting 
window at the bottom, was hinged at the 
front edge so had to be opened manually 
with care. 

Special Royal Blue features included 
41 comfortable seats in its distinctive 
moquette, blue trim and a camel back’ 
luggage rack at the rearmost section of 
the roof which was accessed by retractable 
steps built into the centre rear of the coach 
that fitted flush with the body when not 
in use. Chrome handrails aided the driver 
when climbing onto the roof to load cases. 
The side roller blinds on previous coaches 
were replaced by transparent panels 
on each side of the roof with ‘ROYAL 
BLUE COACH SERVICE’ lettering. A 
distinctive front destination indicator box 
was fitted with a separate via blind panel. 
Finally, a ‘Royal Blue’ motif was placed 
centrally between the bottom apron and 
the Bristol ‘winged-bomb’ device on the 
front. 

The initial delivery of 14 coaches with 
the above features consisting of Western 
National: 1279-85 (LTA 867-73) and 
Southern National 1286-92 (MOD 973- 
79), arrived between July and October 
1952. Other than the legal lettering the 
only way to identify the owning company 
was to examine the diminutive lettering 
on the ‘flying wheel’ fleetname motif. 

A further 22 (10 in 1953 and 12 in 
1957) Bristol LS coaches of the updated 
style were allocated to Royal Blue. A 
further 43 joined the parent Western 
and Southern National fleets as standard 
touring coaches in a reversed Tilling green 
and cream livery with green interior trim. 
These frequently operated ‘On hire’ to 
Royal Blue. 

MOD 973 

No 1286 (MOD 973) represents the 
early style of LS coach as head of the 
batch delivered to Southern National in 
August 1952. It was mainly based in the 
Bournemouth area and used on a variety 
of services radiating from the resort 


including London and the Associated 
Motorways routes to Northampton. 

During March 1960, No 1286’s interior 
was renovated and downseated to 39 seats 
by ECW. Other modifications included 
replacing the front cast aluminium ‘wing’ 
motif with the later standard Bristol/ 
ECW fibreglass ‘wings’ with central 
manufacturer’s badge. By this time the 


livery had also been modified in line with 
all other Royal Blue coaches whereby 
cream replaced blue on the roof not only 
giving a brighter appearance, but also 
making the coaches more conspicuous 
around Exeter airport. 

No 1286 was transferred to Western 
National in March 1962 and in March 
1964 received a final modification 


No 1286 as acquired by Colin in August 1998 complete with cream 
roof, replacement ECW winged motif on the front and showing the 
damage caused by outside storage. COLIN BILLINGTON 





Clockwise from upper left: The interior in February 2005 after the seats had been 
removed and the lining around and under the windows completed. The kicker 
panels and flooring remain to be done before the retrimmed seats were installed. 

The front stripped out for replacement of timber, repairs to the fibreglass corner 
panels and rewiring of the lights and horn on 20 January 2014. 

Roof and side window surrounds in topcoat and lower 
panels in undercoat in December 2015. 

The roof luggage container with all the duck boarding 
breaking up. This was all removed and, following stripping 
and painting, new duck boarding was installed. 

All: COLIN BILLINGTON ^ - ijJ 
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No 1286 in idyllic British countryside awaiting 
departure for the West Country. SIMON GILL 


when the original semaphore direction 
indicators fitted at the extreme front 
below waist level were replaced by flashers. 

Following withdrawal in July 1968, 

No 1286 passed via dealer W. Norths 
(PV) Ltd of Sherburn-in-Elmet to Peter 
Sheffield of Cleethorpes in September 
1968 alongside two other LS coaches 
and one other from Westcliff-on-Sea. 

In February 1972 No 1286 was sold to 
Bill Fletcher of Bristol before entering 
preservation with Rex Meaden of Bristol 
in August 1978 for use on behalf of a 
Scout group. The coach was initially 
repainted to reflect its guise on withdrawal 
with cream roof and later style winged 
motif. During 1986 it was purchased by 
D Wilson of Kingswood, Bristol before 
being acquired by Colin Billington in 
August 1998. 

LATER RESTORATION 

Following years of outside storage No 
1286 was in need of major restoration 
as it had suffered considerable water 
damage to its interior as well as significant 
deterioration externally. Following 
mechanical overhaul by Ward Jones a 
steady and thorough restoration process 
started in earnest in 2005. This was 
spurred on through annual visits by the 
late Simon Williams, who had a deep 
interest in the ‘National’ companies, from 


his home in Sweden. Working alongside 
Colin, Rob Jennings and Mike Hyde, 
the team stripped out the interior. The 
centre gangway was replaced and new 
Rexine fitted below the windows. All glass 
was removed and remounted with new 
window rubber and the interior given 
a full repaint. The wind-down opening 
windscreens remained operational and the 
handles were sent away for re-chroming. 
All the seats were re-trimmed which 
included new original spec moquette. 

Roger Tuggey and Andy Goddard 
played a major role in helping to complete 
the restoration, carrying out substantial 
work on the chassis and underside of the 
coach which included work on the ‘legal 
bracket’ cross member ahead of the rear 
axle which was welded and repaired. 

Silver chassis paint was also applied 
completing the underneath to a high 
standard. Meanwhile, Eric Chambers and 
Dave Stakley assisted Colin with renewal 
of timberwork including new duckboard 
in the roof rack, prior to the coach being 
repanelled. Electrical work was completed 
by Peter Delaney. New tyres were fitted. 

Finally, Colin repainted the coach by 
hand to as delivered condition including 
a blue roof and correct style winged motif 
on the front panel, also in blue. Some 
people think this is wrong but it is correct, 
the cream lining being added later. In 


2015 and with completion approaching 
Colin placed 1286 on long-term loan 
to the Thames Valley & Great Western 
Omnibus Trust. 

SUCCESSFUL LAUNCH 

Restoration was completed just in time 
for the coach to attend the 2016 HCVS 
London-Brighton run where No 1286 
was awarded Best in Class for Post-1949 
Single- and Double-Deck Passenger 

Opposite page, clockwise from top left: 

The outward opening door with Colin 
at the wheel. 

The front of No 1286 restored back to 
original condition with the blue winged 
motif above the Royal Blue fleetname. 

The view drivers had to face to climb on 
the roof — those chrome retractable 
steps in the centre with some assistance 
provided by chrome handrails. 

Interior looking towards the rear showing 
the new flooring and retrimmed seats. 

Refurbished driver’s area including white 
steering wheel. Just the chrome winding 
handle for the windscreen still needs to 
be fitted to the stud in the bottom left 
hand corner. 

ECW body plate and memorial plaque 
inside No 1286 acknowledging the help 
provided by Simon Williams. 

All: SIMON GILL 
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Enquiries regarding this body 

SHOULD QUOTE THE ABOVE NUMBER. 


THJ5 &GUY 15 CONSTRUCTED UNDER BRITISH 

Patent Nos 557, 556-562,395. 
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SIMON WILLIAMS 1937-2016 

In memory of Simon Williams and his 


contribution to the restoration of this vehicle 
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The classic lines of the rear 
‘camel back’ roof rack of 
Bristol LS6G 1286 (MOD 973) 
— unmistakeably Royal Blue! 

SIMON GILL 


'M 


HDD 973 


ROYAL 




Vehicles. It has since returned to Victoria 
Coach Station on several occasions 
including the 2016 Royal Blue run and also 
the 85th anniversary event earlier this year. 
When you consider that 1409 Bristol LSs 


were built (including 19 with Alexander 
bodies for Western SMT) of which 421 
were bodied by ECW as coaches, not many 
have been preserved. No 1286 is therefore 
an important survivor especially as it is 


one of only three with the early style of 
coachwork that still exists. 

My thanks to Colin Billington for all his 
help and for making his splendid coach 
available for photographs. 



luppr* 


Colin (in the centre holding the cup) and members of the TV&GWOT team which took 1286 and former Thames Valley Traction 
Co 1927 Tilling Stevens B9 Express No 152 (MO 9324) to Brighton. Roger Tuggey who was heavily involved in the restoration of 
1286 standing to Colin’s right (towards the offside) with the award for second in class for 152. COURTESY COLIN BILLINGTON 
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Preserved Bus and Coach Insurance 


Do you want to insure your preserved vehicle with just any insurer? 

or 

Do you want to insure with ZENITH MARQUE one of the most trusted and 
respected preserved vehicle insurers in the market? 


In an EXCLUSIVE partnership 
with Zenith Marque Insurance, 
Rigton Insurance Services 
Ltd, Chartered Insurance 
Brokers, are now offering a 
number of schemes for all 
preserved, classic and vintage 
vehicle owners. 



An enthusiast? An operator? 

Then you don’t want to insure with anybody else 



ZENITH 

MARQUE 


You can expect cover for 

•Preserved buses, coaches, single and double 
deckers, commercial vehicles, vans, trucks, military 
vehicles, fire engines, ambulances and many more 
•Preserved vehicles of all ages 
•Hire and reward, contract work, private hire, 
wedding hire, stage work and rallies 
•Social, domestic and pleasure use 
•Free bus services 
•Drivers from 25 to 75 years of age 

We offer you 

•A wealth of Underwriting expertise 
•GENUINE enthusiasm for the vehicle industry 
•Personal and professional service 


BREAKDOWN COVER AVAILABLE 


www.rigtoninsurance.co.uk 


Tel: 01943 662345 


Rigton Insurance Services Limited and Zenith Marque Insurance Services Limited are authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority 


Fax: 01943 875529 





•Presbus 
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PUBLISH! 


visit our sales stand , we will be at the following events 


Can’t make these dates? 
Then why not make an 
appointment to visit us? 

Call us NOW! 

024 7661 6930 


LOWESTOFT 

ALTON 

ROTHERHAM 

OXFORD 

SOUTH CERNEY 

GAYDON 


Sat/Sun 8/9 July 
Sunday 16 July 
Sunday 23 July 
Sunday 30 July 
Sat/Sun 5/6 August 
Sunday 20 August 


ECW 30th Anniversary Weekend 

Rally and Running Day 

SYTT Open Doors 

Bus Museum 50th Anniversary 

Vintage Extravaganza 

BUSES Festival 




| 1 023 9265 5124 1 Presbll 


Credit cards accepted on our wide range of books, DVDs and back issues! e _ ma j|. presbusps2@btinternet.COm 

Tel: 024 7661 6930 www.presbuspublishing.com 


August 2017 


53 





















So you want to get into 

PRESERVAnON? 


In the second part of our Bus and Coach Restoration series, ASHLEY BLACKMAN discusses preservation 
and gives us some great advice on what to expect and look out for before you make the exciting 
commitment to buy a bus or coach and take on a restoration project. 


So many would love to own a bus or coach 
and take on the exciting challenge of 
preserving and often saving a vehicle from 
the dreaded scrapyard. But as we all know 
preservation is no easy challenge and 
there are things to consider before you 
decide to take on a project and make your 
dream purchase. 

The first vehicle I purchased back in 
my teens was an AEC Regal coach, my 
favourite style of vehicle at the time. The 


coach I bought was HHP 755, a 1948 
AEC Regal III with Duple bodywork. It 
came up to Lancashire on a low-loader 
from Devon. David Hoare sold the coach 
to me for around £1,000, which included 
delivery and he kindly let me pay this in 
stages. As you can imagine, I was pretty 
excited to get started on it, the first 
challenge being to buy some batteries and 
get the coach running. Storage was an 
average of £25 per month per vehicle at 


the time, but this was 1989. 

Preserving buses and coaches is a 
real passion of mine and I absolutely 
encourage enthusiasts to become 
preservationists and it is never too late to 
start. Why? Because there is nothing more 
rewarding than saving and preserving 
a little piece of history, especially if you 
love to drive, admire and listen to these 
gorgeous vehicles at rallies and across the 
pages of this magazine. 
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THE QUESTIONS... 

There are so many buses and 
coaches out there, so where do I 
start to find the right one for me? 

Look for a vehicle that means 
something to you, such as one 
where you are from or that you remember 
riding on, find a vehicle that brings back 
those happy memories. Or you might like 
a particular model or mark, like Leylands, 
Bristols, AEC’s the list is endless. It could 
also be the sound of a particular engine 
or gearbox that you like, so seek out 
something that brings music to your ears. 

Where do I search to purchase a 
vehicle? 


Magazines are a great place to start. 
‘Busmart’ is the first port of call 
in B&CP, which has vehicles for sale at 
reasonable prices. Online there are many 
websites that have buses and coaches for 
sale such as classicbuses.co.uk and eBay. 
Sometimes just asking the right people 
the right questions is powerful too as an 
owner may be thinking about selling a 
vehicle but hasn’t advertised it for sale. 
However, if the right price is offered they 
may sell to you. I have known a lot of 
cases like this. 

If it’s a particular make or individual 
bus or coach then obviously you are 
reducing your search options. Ask other 
enthusiasts whether they know of any 
particular vehicles around that might 
be for sale. If it is a vehicle still being 
used that you are interested in and you 
are waiting for it to be withdrawn, then 
contact the owner and make your case 
that you are looking to save the vehicle 
for preservation and wish to buy it. 
Remember if you don’t ask you don’t get. 

How much should I allow for my 
budget? 


Vehicles vary in purchase price, 
there are barn finds for around 
£300 and upwards which need a lot of 
attention to roadworthy vehicles that 
might only require new paintwork for sale 
from around £8,000 upwards. But it really 
depends on the rarity, demand and how 
eager the owner is to sell the bus or coach. 
The iconic Routemaster is almost always 


the most expensive purchase at around 

£ 20 , 000 +. 

Expect to pay a monthly fee to store 
your vehicle unless you are lucky enough 
to own your own building. Some of my 
clients are currently paying under £100 
per month for undercover accommodation 
for one vehicle. Others have purchased 
or custom-built their own garages which 
is a one off cost and can vary. Some rent 
entire hangars for upwards of £1,000 
per month depending on how large their 
collection is. 

Set yourself a realistic budget for the 
restoration to work to and build in some 
risk money, if you don’t you could end 
up with a bus in a stripped down state 
awaiting further work that you can’t do. 

If you are going to do all of the work 
yourself, before you start any restoration 
work give the vehicle a once over. It is 
hard to gauge the extent of work required 
especially bodywork, there can be a lot 
that’s hidden. So consider this before you 
dive in. Then you can pace what you do 
depending on your finances. 

If you are getting the restoration work 
done by a professional make sure you 
discuss your budget and the extent of 
restoration work you want doing first 
and any deadlines you have in mind. 
Professionals can charge anything from 
£20-£50 per hour for their restoration 
services, often not including materials 
or parts. Some will quote for the entire 
job painting and preparation or partial/ 
full restoration, but this can be hard to 
do without seeing the vehicle you have in 
mind first. 

Find out the going rate for regular 
maintenance, MoTs, tax, spare parts, 
insurance and how many miles to the 
gallon for fuel if you plan to rally the bus 
or coach multiple times a year. 

How do I find suitable 
undercover accommodation? 

Accommodation I think is one 
of the biggest challenges facing 
preservationists. It isn’t always easy 
finding suitable storage near enough 
to home. If you own a single-decker 
this is going to be easier than trying 
to store a double-decker, trying to 
find accommodation without height 
restrictions can be hard, it’s out there 
but you might have to pay more or travel 
further. 


Cheaper buildings generally are barns 
on farms or equestrian centres which can 
involve narrow lanes and are sometimes 
tree lined. This is fine though just a little 
care needed to look after your pride 
and joy. If you want the best access and 
convenience then again expect to pay 
more. 

Generally there is electric and lighting 
provided, either in with the cost per 
month or an extra meter system. There 
may be a toilet or not! 

Location I suppose only matters if 
you know how often you will visit. If you 
plan on visiting regularly then consider 
the time involved and cost getting there. 
When trying to find accommodation, ask 
around in the preservation scene someone 
generally knows someone else who rents 
somewhere that has available spaces. If 
you’re new to the bus and coach world, 
then go to rallies and meet people or join 
groups. You can also advertise that you 
are looking for a space in this magazine 
and on group websites. 

What do I need to think about 
before organising recovery of the 
vehicle? 

There are plenty of recovery firms 
in the UK which can either tow 
or low-load depending on height of the 
vehicle for you. 

If the vehicle you are purchasing is 
currently abroad you need to consider 
shipping port-to-port, taxes and import 
costs. 

When looking at a bus that’s drivable 
check if it has an MoT or tax. 

If you’re buying a bus from a current 
operator that has been running the 
bus recently, it’s likely to have an MoT, 
therefore contact the operator before 
purchasing to see if it can be put through 
another MoT for you. Then all you need to 
do is tax it. 

If you are buying a bus that hasn’t been 
roadworthy for a number of years then 
an MoT will be beyond reach, even if it’s 
pre-1960 and is MoT exempt, you can’t 
just put a new set of batteries on and 
drive! 

Other things to consider are that 
recovery firms won’t tow vehicles with 
defective tyres on the rear and without all 
wheel nuts on the rear. These items will 
have to be paid for up front, but let’s not 
be put off here, once you have these parts 
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To keep other buses on the road, spares have to be used from 
buses some may say has gone past the point of no return. 


Finding a Gardener 6LW is hard enough, let alone finding a 
Bristol BVW engine. All: JULIAN HALSTEAD 
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you wont need to spend out on them again. 

Rear spring brake chambers if sat a 
while can be stuck on or if the vehicle 
won’t run there will be no air to release 
them. This can create a few problems. 
Recovery firms will be able to plumb 
in an air supply from the truck so it has 
constant air enabling not just brakes to 
release but suspension to work, if the bus 
is on air suspension bellows. If the vehicle 
has major air leaks, then you can manually 
release the chambers on the rear by 
winding off the spring. If it’s something 
you are unsure about, then the recovery 
firm will do this more often than not. If 
your brakes are stuck on with corrosion 
you will need to spend some time to 
prepare it or have a professional do this 
for you before you can attempt to have it 
recovered. 

Says Simon Wiles: T was interested in 
purchasing my Olympian, as it was new 
to the West Yorkshire Road Car Co, and 
I was really surprised it was still in service. 

I knew that it would be roadworthy and 
have had regular services, being with a 
reputable operator. For peace of mind, 

I asked that as part of the deal, it was 
MoT’d. This meant I knew there wouldn’t 
be any issues mechanically. And it meant 
it was less work to do in restoring the bus”. 


Look carefully at every detail 
cosmetically and mechanically and 
take your time putting a plan together. 

If you are uncertain about what to look 
for call on a professional. Send detailed 
pictures or invite them to view the vehicle, 
so they can give you an approximate idea 
of timescale and cost for the work needed. 

How long will it take? Well that all 
depends what you would like to be done, 
how much time you have to commit 
to the project, how experienced 


There are many laws to abide by if 
you are planning on using your new 
bus/coach for hire and reward and you 
will need to look into that seriously. If you 
are looking for a vehicle 
for private 


These are looking for a new home, for 
sale at the right price. Offers via e-mail 
please to: christophe66@hotmail.co.uk 

JULIAN HALSTEAD 


Will an older bus/coach be 
difficult to drive? 


Automatic and semi-automatic 
modern vehicles are easy to 
drive. If you’d like an older bus or coach 
it’s quite likely to have manual gears, 
synchromesh or a crash box. But don’t be 
put off by this. If driven correctly a crash 
box is very satisfying. There seems to be 
a lot of myths around driving crash-box 
vehicles, but remember it’s only about 
practice and timing the changes with the 
revs of the engine. 

You will obviously need a licence if you 
don’t already have one and if you don’t 
plan to drive the vehicle yourself, you 
might know someone who can drive for 
you. I know a few people who don’t drive 
themselves but have a group of friends 
who drive their buses to rallies. 

Could I use my new vehicle for 
business? 


hire then choose something with a larger 
seating capacity, lower height, narrow 
wheelbase and ease of driving if possible. 
Weddings and events can be a fantastic 
way to keep your bus/coach on the road 
and help fund preservation, but remember 
to take care and check access to locations 
first as clients can often take you to 
venues where a bus/coach usually wouldn’t 
venture — down tree lined narrow roads, 
with sometimes humpback bridges and 
little or no turning places. You can hire 
your bus or coach out on average for a 3 to 
4 hour hire for £595+. 

Will this be a small or large 
restoration project and how long 
will it take? 
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ASHLEY’S QUICK TIPS 
BEFORE PURCHASING 
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Decide on a realistic budget 

Guarantee your vehicle 
accommodation 


B 


Check if the vehicle is 
roadworthy, recoverable or 
has a valid MoT 

Are there any parts missing, 
if yes is it possible to source 
parts? 




Can you drive the vehicle 
or will you need to find 
someone else to drive for 
you? 

Have an approximate 
quotation arranged with 
a professional to do any 
restoration work including 
repaints or full revamp so 
there are no shock costs 


D 


Enjoy deciding which rallies 
you are going to be showing 
your new vehicle off at! 


This page: 

Top: This is the most complete 
bus out of the two for sale, 
but they both need loving new 
homes. JULIAN HALSTEAD 

Upper left: Huddersfield 
AEC Regent III needs a new 
staircase! JULIAN HALSTEAD 

Upper right: Interior 
not looking too bad on 
Huddersfield AEC Regent III. 

JULIAN HALSTEAD 

Lower left: Cab View of 
Huddersfield AEC Regent III. 

JULIAN HALSTEAD 

Lower right: Mind the step . .. 

ASHLEY BLACKMAN 

Bottom: Side profile of 
Huddersfield AEC Regent III 
shows the East Lancs body is 
pretty sound in places. 

JULIAN HALSTEAD 


Opposite page: 

Top: Not sure what has 
happened to this RT in its 
lifetime, but nothing a good 
restoration can’t fix. 

Bottom: This RT spotted 
overseas, now being used as a 
bar has an unfortunate ending 
although still surviving. 

Both: ASHLEY BLACKMAN 






































you are working on vehicles, or if you are 
going to hire a professional to do it more 
quickly for you. 

When I put my first bus on the road 
it was an unfinished project, I ran it to 
rallies unpainted and unfinished inside. 
But I got so much enjoyment from this 
because I was driving it. I was still doing 
jobs on it as I went along it gave me 
pleasure to know that it was alive and 
being appreciated. You don’t have to 
totally complete your restoration before 
you hit the road, but if its got to be 
totally finished before it sees the light 
of day, that’s fine too — we all love a 
showstopper! 

I have been restoring a Bournemouth 
Leyland PD3 on and off for five years 
for a client. The owner, Jonathan, a good 
friend of mine, bought the Leyland to 
add to his collection. Initially the exterior 
was restored and then attended a few 
rallies. Then Jonathan decided that he 
would like the interior restoring which 
included keeping and protecting the 
original Formica panelling, seat squabs 
and backs. The rest of the interior is being 
refurbished which includes Treadmaster 
flooring, interior ceilings painted, seat 
frames powder coated and new floor 
tread. So you can go to different lengths 
to achieve the restoration you so desire. 
This PD3 will have refurbished parts but 
will still remain some of its patina and 
historical charm. 


What if the bus is missing parts, 
will I be able to source them? 


The newer the bus the easier the 
parts are to get, but also likely to 
be more expensive. Generally, mechanical 
parts are often sought after as these 
are what keeps the bus moving. Oils 


and filters tend to be reasonably easy 
to source with a few exceptions, but 
there are companies out there who will 
remanufacture at a cost. There are plenty 
companies who will refurbish brakes, 
suspension and engine parts. It is a lot 
easier these days to find parts and services 
now we have the Internet. Body parts 
such as panels, fibreglass, glazing and 
window rubbers are all available. 

□ Should I hire a professional to 

restore and work on my vehicle to 
get it perfect or DIY? 



Well this all depends on if you are up 
to the challenge of restoring it back 
to life. DIY can be a lot of fun, especially if 
you have a team of friends who are willing 
to help and you know what you are doing. 
But if you are worried about suffering 
overwhelm, finding the time and are unsure 
where to start then I recommend hiring 
a professional. 
There are lots of 
us all over the UK 
who specialise in 
restoring buses and 
coaches back to 
their former glory. 
My clients get the 
best of both worlds, 
they often get to 
work on their vehicle 
alongside me or they 
just leave me to it 
and get the c WOW’ 


reveal when the bus/coach is finished. It is 
all down to personal preference, but there is 
no right or wrong answer. 

PRESERVATIONIST 

COMMENTS 

Jonathan Hawkins the proud owner of 
Bournemouth Weymann-bodied Leyland 
PD3A/1 167 (6167 RU) tells us why he got 
into bus preservation and what it means to 
him owning and investing money in this 
hobby. 'Originally from Bournemouth, as 
a child I remember the wonderful yellow 
buses, and enjoyed traveling on them with 
my family and aunts. I was with my father 
on the last day of trolleybus operation in 
Bournemouth. When I reached 40 years old 
I decided I wanted to own my own yellow 
bus so I rang what was by now Yellow 
Buses of Bournemouth to see if there were 
any buses for sale. After two attempts 
they said they had a Dennis Dominator 
and a Leyland Atlantean for sale. The 
Atlantean was ex-Devon General Omnibus 
and Touring Co and now living in Devon 
thought this was an appropriate buy too. 

'Ten years later I had purchased a 
collection to be proud of, consisting 
of six Leylands one Dennis all but one, 
Bournemouth buses. The financial 
commitment I have put into these vehicles 
over the years has been worthwhile, it has 
given me a lot of pleasure and I have made 
many lifelong friends.’ 
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Pictures: NIGEL APPLEFORD 



This month NIGEL APPLEFORD takes a look at a ‘Golden Oldie — 
the AEC Regent II with Weymann body from the Corgi OOC range. 



Probably one of the best-known preserved examples of the AEC Regent with 
Weymann body is this former 1939 Brighton Hove & District bus, 63 (FUF 63) seen at 
the ‘Cobham’ Rally at Dunsfold on 10 April 2011. I believe this bus is actually a Regent, 
as the Regent II didn’t appear until 1945. 


The AEC Regent II was a front-engined 
double-decker bus chassis built by AEC 
from 1945 to 1947. Despite officially 
being a new type, it was very similar to 
the 1929 Regent. The Regent IIs were 
all documented as being built new with 
the A173 7.7-litre engine and four-speed 
sliding-mesh gearbox. The only vehicles 
that were not to this standard were the 
100 purchased by BMMO (Birmingham 
& Midland Motor Omnibus Company), 
which were classified as 0661/20 as the 
front had to be re-designed so they could 
carry bonnets and radiator grilles similar 
to BMMO’s own-built vehicles. 

The only other Regent IIs to differ 
from standard were Dundee’s fleet of 
ex-London Transport STLs, all of which 
carried flared Weymann bodies. Dundee 
changed the sliding mesh gearbox for the 
pre-selective version — a move which may 
have been expected from a concern like 
London Transport (which favoured pre¬ 
select vehicles), but not of a corporation 
buying vehicles secondhand. Other 
operators to buy Regent IIs new included 
Lowestoft, Mansfield District, Reading, 
City of Oxford and the Ebor Bus Co of 
Mansfield. 

Twenty redundant STL types were 
purchased from London Transport by 
dealer North’s of Leeds and were sold to 
a variety of operators such as Grimsby- 
Cleethorpes and Dundee. This style of 
bodywork was also available on other 
chassis (Leyland, Guy, Daimler etc.) 


Out of almost 700 Regent II produced 
between 1945 and 1947, only nine are 
believed to survive. Two of those are 
derelict in America and one in England 
has been converted into a towing vehicle 
(not all have Weymann bodies). 

Weymann started building bus bodies 
in 1929 from a factory in Addlestone, 
Surrey. The building, in Station Road had 
previously been used by Bleriot. The first 
Weymann double-deck bodies were built 
the following year. Lrom 1937 to the early- 


1950s, double-deck buses were all to a 
very similar style featuring a very rounded 
rear dome with ventilators above the front 
upstairs windows. 

In January 1932, Charles Weymann 
resigned from the board and a new 
company was formed, Metropolitan 
Cammell-Weymann Motor Bodies Ltd, 
to sell bodies from both Weymann and 
Metropolitan-Cammell. Metropolitan- 
Cammell were a Birmingham firm which 
had been building buses for just three 
years, but had been building railway 
rolling stock for over 100 years. Designs 
and knowledge were also shared with 
Metropolitan-Cammell, leading to 
the building of the first metal-framed 
Weymann bus bodies. 

The Addlestone premises were also 
used by Green Line for temporary coach 
parking prior to the opening of its own 
premises in Addlestone. This garage 
kept the code allocated to the Weymann 
premises (WY - River WeY) when 
Addlestone LT garage was opened on 
30 June 1936. The garage later operated 
members of the well-known RLH 
class which had lowbridge Weymann 
bodywork. 

Bus bodies continued to be built 
at both Addlestone and Birmingham. 


FLEETLIST 

CORGI/ORIGINAL OMNIBUS COMPANY 1:76 4mm Scale 




97097 

Tynemouth & District Tl 35 (FT 5705) 

Nov 1995 

7,000 

Released as part of set 

97814 

London Transport STL2692 (HGC 225) 

Jul 1995 

1 1,000 


40401 

Kingston-upon-Hull 245 (HAT 245) 

Feb 1996 

6,000 


40402 

Newcastle 32 (JVK 632) 

May 1996 

5,000 


40403 

Eastbourne 19 (JK 91 17) 

Aug 1996 

5,000 


40404 

Brighton & Hove 63 (FUF 63) 

Oct 1996 

1,000 

Bus Ticket Promotion 

40405 

Grimsby 47 (HGC 225) 

Feb 1997 

3,400 


40406/1 

City of Oxford 864 (MWL 964) 

May 1997 

* 

Maroon roof 

40406/2 

City of Oxford 864 (MWL 964) 

May 1997 

* 

Red roof 

40407 

Kowloon Motor Bus 1 (4961) 

Nov 1996 

5,000 

Hong Kong range f 

40408 

Kowloon Motor Bus 1 (4204) 

Sep 1998 

n/a 

Hong Kong range f 

40409 

Aberdeen 7 (RG 9807) 

Aug 1998 

3,500 

Code 2 

40410 

Widnes 22 (HGC 215) 

Apr 2000 

2,600 


4041 1 

Morecambe & Heysham 77 (MTE 639) 

Jul 2000 

2,600 


OM4040I 

South Wales Transport 271 (DWN 648) 

May 2001 

2,200 


OM40402 

Brighton 65 (FUF 65) 

Jan 2003 

2,600 


OM40403 

London Transport (Country Area) STL2699 (HGC 232) 

Jul 2003 

3,600 


OM40404 

Liverpool A433 (GKD 434) 

Mar 2009 

1,300 


OM40405A 

Mansfield District 126 (HO 937) 

Feb 2010 

500 

Destination: Woodhouse 

OM40405B 

Mansfield District 126 (HO 937) 

Feb 2010 

500 

Destination: Pleasley Colliery 

ATLAS EDITIONS 1:76 4mm Scale: 




4655510 

Brighton & Hove 65 (FUF 65)* 

Feb 201 1 

n/a 

Registration not carried 

* Combined 

run of 4,500; f Supplied in special outer sleeves. 
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Right: The second outing for 
the casting was in a ‘Bridges 
& Spires’ set with a Durham 
District Services Bristol L. 
The lined-out Tynemouth 
livery looks very smart, 
completed by the ‘Shop 
at Binns’ advert, which 
featured on many buses in 
the Newcastle operating 
area. The set was released in 
November 1995. 


Below: Still in the same 
area, a model of Newcastle 
Transport 32 (JVK 632) was 
released in May 1996. This bus 
lacks advertising. 





Above: Further south, Eastbourne was a 
keen AEC user, although it did operate a 
number of Leylands as well. This model of 
Regent II No 19 (JK 9117) was released in 
August 1996. It carries a very distinctive 
livery. Eastbourne made good use of the 
advertising space. 

Left: North’s, the Leeds-based dealer 
handled 20 STL-class buses surplus to 
London Transport requirements. One 
municipal to buy these was Grimsby- 
Cleethorpes. The former STL2692 
(HGC 225) looks resplendent in its 
blue/cream colours in this February 
1997 release. The real STL2692 is now 
preserved. 



Curiosities in the range of this model are two Hong Kong 
releases, 40407 (November 1996) and 40408 (September 1998), 
in Kowloon Motor Bus liveries. The latter has the AEC radiator 
overpainted and an illegible Daimler scroll at the bottom. The 
front wheels have been changed on certain models from here on, 



Another user of the former London STLs was Widnes. In its 
red and cream livery is HGC 215 (ex-STL2682), now No 22 in 
the Widnes fleet. The model was released in April 2000 and 
the casting has now been updated by the addition of plastic 
mirrors. 
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Morecambe & Heysham was a customer for new AEC Regents. 
Unfortunately the subject of this model of its No.77 (MTE 639) 
was actually a 1951 AEC Regent III with the lower radiator. 
Looks the part though. The model dates from July 2000. 




ft iww* 



Liverpool was a large AEC customer. A model in their dark 
green livery was released in March 2009. The subject, 1946- 
built GKD 434 is now preserved (as A233, not A433). The body 
was finished by Liverpool on Weymann framing. Unusually the 
radiator is painted all black, even the surround. 



London Transport’s Country Area included Weymann-bodied 
AEC Regent Ms in their STL class. There have been two releases 
of the STL; this is the second of STL2699 (HGC 232), which 
arrived in July 2003. 



The latest release on this casting is Mansfield District, a 
Balfour Beatty company prior to BTC takeover. The model was 
released with two alternative destinations, a Corgi norm by this 
time (February 2010), both route 101 with either a Woodhouse 
(shown here) or Pleasley Colliery destination. 


During World War 2, military vehicles 
and Utility bus bodies were constructed, 
and in 1945 a new building opened on the 
Weybridge Trading Estate to build RTs 
for London Transport over the next eight 
years. By 1953 over 2,000 RT bodies had 
been built there. 

In 1957, Weymann and Leyland built a 
prototype Routemaster (RM3), although 
Park Royal was chosen to build the main 
fleet in the end. After this time, Weymann 
did not introduce any new designs of 
its own and was, in 1963, purchased by 
Metro-Cammell. As a result of a fire, the 
Addlestone premises closed in 1966, all 
production transferring to Elmdon. 

The OOC model is one of its earlier 
castings and, without being negative, as 
befits its age is not up to the standards 
of detail we expect today. The first 

Atlas Editions has used the OOC casting 
in its ‘Great British Buses Collection’. 
This is a model of Brighton Hove & 
District 65, for some unknown reason 
it doesn’t carry registration plates and 
only has a nearside mirror. 



issue was in July 1995, and the (currently) 
latest release was in February 2010.1 
doubt it might reappear after seven years 
but who knows? 

The model is constructed in two halves, 
lower- and upper-decks, both in die-cast 
metal and held together with two brightly 
finished metal poles which are driven 
into the metal chassis. There is also a 
rivet from below into the 
staircase. Radiator, 
wheels, seats, 
windows etc. are 
plastic with rubber 
tyres adorning 
the wheels. 

Dimensionally 
the model would 
appear correct, 
measuring 26ft 
by 7ft 6in wide 
and 14ft 


7in high. The distinctive Weymann flared 
skirt is also present. All models have a 
reasonably good standard of paint finish 
and application of fleetnames, numbers, 
adverts and registration plates. 

For its time it is a quite acceptable 
model and has sold in fairly large 
numbers, as with all models where such 
data is available, the size of the runs 
has declined over the years and the last 
run was just 1,000 
units, a long 
way from 
the 11,000 
London 
Transport 
models 
issued in July 
1995. 
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BACHMANN DEALER EXCLUSIVES 



EFE 31514 London Transport 
Routemaster - SHOPLINKER RM59 


Reg Number - VLT 59 
Fleet Number - RM59 
Route - fare 30p - SHOPLINKER 

RRP: £37.50 - OUR PRICE: £31.88 


EFE 25711 London Transport DMS 
Bus & Coach 

Reg Number - GHV 63N 
Fleet Number - DMS1063 
Route - 40 

Destination - VICTORIA 

RRP: £39.95 - OUR PRICE: £33.96 




EFE 28825 London Transport 
Leyland Titan Prototype 2 Door 

Reg Number - BCK 706R 
Fleet Number - N/A 
Route - 024 
Destination - VICTORIA 

RRP: £39.95 - OUR PRICE: £33.96 


POSTAGE £3 PER MODEL (£3.50 FOR 2, £4 UP TO 4) 

TTCDIECAST.COM 
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A newly constructed steam bus, London Transport tea and Leeds nostalgia. 
NICK LARKIN reveals all. 



HMICH $4$ 




MW MISCELLANY 

Patrick Burnside, whose 1958 Bristol MW 
features elsewhere in this issue, has finally 
answered the question the world always 
wanted to know. What is this unusual 
protrusion seen next to the lower right 
hand corner of the driver’s window? ‘It is 
in fact an indicator to show if the bus is 
overheating,’ he explained. ‘If this happens, 
coolant comes out and hits 
the window.’ Er, what 
if the driver has the 
window open? 


There is also this unusual arrangement 
above the entrance door. The bell would 
have been operated to by the conductor/ 
conductress, which might be deemed 
unnecessary with the driver in his cab We 
cannot help but wonder if any passengers 
wishing to stop a crowded bus by pressing 
the bell (although they weren’t supposed to 
do this) accidentally pressed the emergency 
door button, with catastrophic results! 





NATIONAL FRIENDS 

‘You’ve got friends when you go by bus’, according to the advert on this Leyland National seen in Swindon. We do wonder whether this 
slogan might have been counter productive. Many passengers might worry that the ‘friends’ might include scary-looking skinheads or 
people talking to themselves, ie the bus passengers of legend! 

stnvicift | J 
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ONE TICKET - TWO SHO; 


PETERBOROUGH CAR SHOW 


MODIFIED NATIONALS? 

This must certainly have been an unusual 
event, presumably with DAF- and Volvo- 
engined examples of Leyland’s legendary 
1970s integral single-decker and even 
a few National Greenways being 
surrounded by custom cars. Well, what 
else do they mean? 


TEA TIME 

In 1957, London Transport was celebrating 
an important anniversary that we bet 
no-one will remember... it was 30 years 
of Griffin Red Tea, which according to the 
packet was ‘specially blended for London 
Transport staff’. Not only was this king of 
depot canteens, but could also be bought 
to take home. LT, strongly advertised the 
brew at Is 7d (8p) a quarter pound, Griffin 
Red was the ‘best buy on the market’, and 
an ‘independent taste tester’ had decreed 
it was ‘as good as other teas up to eight 
pence a pound dearer’. 

Why on earth did LT bother with its own 
tea? Was Red Griffin of industrial strength 
to ensure that someone would be able pilot 
an AEC RT at 5am? Was that independent 
tester in fact ‘Nobby,’ a driver at Acton, 
and did LT appoint a Purchasing Liaison 
Officer (Tea and Sweet Biscuits) working 
alongside a colleague specialising in the 
procurement of coffee and cake? 


HERE IS A WAY TO SAVE MONEY 

#d, REDUCTION OH OUARTm POUND OF 
GfftFFIN RED PACKET TEA 
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LEEDS LAMENT 

Here are two truly superb atmospheric pictures from Leeds which deserve to be 
shared, though sadly we have no idea who took them. Our first shows Leeds 157 on a 
dank and dismal day. You can just imagine the symphony of tramway noises rebounding 
from the houses as the car sloshed by and how welcome its homely and well-lit interior 
would have been to passengers. 

Several local residents would dread the idea of leaving their nice warm firesides to 
venture out to the phone box, prising open the heavy and soaking wet door before 
pressing buttons A and B to call Aunt Mabel in Cleckheaton. This looks like a well-to-do 
area however and one house even has a television aerial. 

The second shot is a great night study of ghostly passengers waiting to board tram 
249 outside Dewhurst the Butchers and Timothy Whites & Taylors the chemists, both 
now extinct national chains. 

Judging by all the overcoats the weather was not great on this occasion, so again the 
comforting tram interior would have been much appreciated by travellers. 

Maybe there would be a pot of tea, and some Parkinsons Biscuits, as advertised on 
the tram, waiting when they got home. Apparently this Preston firm was famous for its 
marshmallows, which a period advert boasts contained ‘lots of sugar and plenty of fats‘ 
Good regional fayre then! 
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FENLAND FUN I 



And to think people once complained about Leyland National exhaust smoke. This extraordinary steam bus starred at the Fenland 
Busfest. The chassis comes from a 1972 Redline lorry, whilst a former oil-fired hospital boiler of 1950s vintage is employed and other 
mechanicals, of unknown origin, but formerly in marine use, date from 1894. The vehicle seats 12, including a driver and fireman, and 
will reach 20mph. ‘It’s certainly the only way I could ever afford to get into steam,’ said the vehicle’s creator Rob Mason, who runs 
Fengate Forge in Peterborough. ‘It doesn’t take that long to get the steam up and it’s actually quite economical on coal, having used 
3cwt in 17 miles!’ 1 





L^iU 
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HOW TO SELL BOOKS ... 

Advertising Vernon Morgan’s excellent publication The 
Hero’, about bus operator Eynons of Trimsaran is Jason 
Feeley using what we can only describe as an economy 
sandwich board. Jason, a friend of B&CP, was seen at 
last summer’s rally at Bristol’s Brislington Park & Ride 
site. We’re uncertain as to whether or not Jason will be 
available again this season, but please do not contact us; 
keep your ‘Eynons’ peeled instead! 



FENLAND FUN 2 

Whittlesey Museum didn’t just have a 
display of bus photos during the Fenland 
Busfest but also this unusual attraction 
you’d expect on Brighton Pier. 

The WBC on the lapel badges 
stands for Whittlesey Bus Company, an 
imaginary operator. 

We initially assumed that the idea was 
for bus enthusiasts to stick their heads 
through the appropriate holes, then 
members of the public can throw eggs 
and damp sponges for £1 a go. Actually 
that didn’t happen, but what a boost it 
would have been for museum funds! 
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BCVA 


UEHICLE: 1986 Bova Futura FHDI2-280 


DETAILS: New to Brecks International, Rotherham, extensive restoration carried out including 
new bulkheads and floor,all original interior and seats all service history and original 
bill of sale, class 6 MoT due Nov 17, very reluctant sale to a good home for continued 
preservation £4,000. 

Til E-mail wendytim@hotmail.co.uk 


ADVERTISING RATES 


Genuine private readers’ lineage adverts are FREE and may include one 
FREE image. 

All advertisements will appear in the next available issue. 

DON’T DELAY, CONTACT US TODAY! 

Write or e-mail your requirements to Presbus Publishing, 12 Redland Close, 
Alderman’s Green Industrial Estate, Coventry, West Midlands CV2 2NP. 

All correspondence should be marked as ‘ADVERTISING’. 

Please note we do not accept private adverts over the phone. 

e-mail: presbusps2@btinternet.com 


TRADE ADVERTISING 

Trade adverts are also accepted, for 
which our standard rates apply. 

These also apply to display advertising 
should private readers require it. 

For our latest competitive rates please 
call or e-mail Sandra Lamb: 

024 7661 6930 

-mail: presbusps2@btinternet.com 


































1961 Bedford J2 Plaxton Consort I8-Seater Petrol. Due to storage 
issues after the purchase of another heritage coach, we have taken the 
unfortunate decision to sell our rare J2 which is mid restoration. The 
vehicle has had much restoration work completed with no expense 
spared, a newly recovered set of seats, Formica and floor material 
are included to complete the interior. The chassis has been shot blasted 
and protective coated. The brakes are rebuilt. The engine runs and 
drives. The coach is complete with all parts present to complete. It will 
be sold for preservation only. For more information please call Steve 
Vallance on 07970 667785. 



Bedford SB5 Plaxton Panorama Elite C4IF PFW 4I9M. New 
to Appleby’s of Louth 5/74 and later to Eagles Coaches, Castle Acre. 
Now restored in Appleby’s livery, £2,000 recently spent on new wheel 
arches and brakes. Currently on SORN. Price: £5,000. Tel Martin 
Stones on 01507 358104. 



AEC Reliance/Berkhof (1983) rebody. Taken over as a restoration 
project but unfortunately cant give her the time and attention she 
deserves to get her back on the road. Price: £4,500 goodfellowtravel@ 
yahoo.co.uk 



Bedford VALI4/Duple Vega Major VPR 78. New to Sheasby, 

Corfe Castle now converted to a caravan Acquired in 2016 by current 
owner in for restoration as a classic car transporter, bu due to ill health 
the project has been abandoned and the family now wish to sell this 
rare coach for 1,000. There are some seats and running gear, but will 
need full restoration. V5c is present in current owners name. This is one 
of only three Vega Major-bodied VALs known to survive in restorable 
condition. Enquiries via Graham Andrews on 01603 882267 daytime or 
01362 638441 evenings before 9pm. Coach is in Warwarkshire. 

Bristol single¬ 
deck bus 

Mechanically 
complete. 

Gardner 5LW 
£2,500 contact 
Rush Green 
Motors on 
01438 354174. 

(Trade). 




VEHICLE FOR SALE 


A solid reliable vehicle in fantastic running order, currently used by a small 
wedding bus company covering only a couple thousand miles each year. 


Regular serviced and maintained 
Class 6 MOT 

Passes VOSA inspection every time 
Had whilst in our ownership, full new 
clutch, brakes re-lined, new head gasket 
Rebodied original 1950 interior 
A great vehicle for working or showing 
Always dry stored 

Great for distance because of 5th gear 
Seats 35 


£25,000 


Call Mark: 01457 871845 / 07973 194634 
www.saddleworthvintagebustours.co.uk 
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BUS AND COACH PARTS FOR SALE 




FOR SALE 


07887 836999 


Offers over £9,000 would be carefully 
considered. For details please call: 


1985 Ace Puma 

8.5 metre Van Hool body, new to 
Silver Coach Lines of Edinburgh. Now 
fitted with Cummins 220bhp engine 
with all other major units having 
been professionally overhauled the 
bodywork is in excellent order with 
28 seats, toilet, servery & courier seat, 
double glazed windows on the button 
and ready to drive away. There also 
a 3KVA generator included to fit in a 
specially converted locker. The vehicle 
was last operated in Ireland but the 
English COIF etc are included. 


AEC ROUTEMASTER FOR SALE 
RML 2662 (SMK 662F) 


Currently fitted as a luxurious motorhome 
Offers exceeding £50,000 (no VAT) are invited 



For further details contact Chris Bichard 
Office: 01795 534888 | Mobile: 07767 385892 

E-mail: chris@secworks.co.uk 


Leyland Leopard steering box (recon) £25. Duple Dominant side 
window from V-reg Express vehicle £20. Upper-deck rear Emergency 
door glass fits LT DMS £15. Call Mike: 01522 722705. or 07776 041076. 


Classic and Vintage Commercial Spares 
1940 to 1990 


We have thousands of parts new and 
secondhand for buses and coaches, trucks and lorries. 

We may just have that hard to find part. We also have 
hundreds of workshop manuals and part books. 


07803 181435 

We are always looking for vintage spares 



WATER PUMPS 



We are Specialists in 
Water Pumps for the Bus 
and Truck Industry both 
Current and Vintage 

Any make of Engine 
Old or New 

Call us Today! 
01925 850082 


S.P. Water Pumps Ltd 

6 Tatton Court, Kingsland 
Grange, Woolston, Warrington, 

Cheshire, UK, WA1 4RR 

Tel: 01925 850082 
Fax: 01925 850083 
E-mail: sales@spwaterpumps.co.uk 

www.spwaterpumps.co.uk 



RUSH GREEN MOTORS 

Langley, Hitchin, Herts SG4 7PQ 
Tel: 01438 354174 Fax: 01438 353560 
www.rushgreenmotors.com 


Largest varied stock of vehicles and spare parts in the 
UK 1990 to pre-1940. Hundreds of vehicles, thousands 
of spare parts. UK and Continental vehicles including: 
AEC, ATKINSON, ALBION, EDFORD, B.M.C, COMMER, 
DODGE, FORD, LEYLAND, MAUDSLEY, SCANIA, 
BRISTOL, SEDDON, THORNYCROFT, VOLVO etc. 


August 2017 


III 




































































BUS AND COACH PARTS WANTED 


Complete mechanical destination indicator boxes wanted in 
working order, to fit any make of bus, with or without accompanying blinds. 
Cash waiting. Email: richardgnicholl@gmail.com or tel 07845 904069. 



SHARED OWNERSHIP 


A share is available (free to a good home!) in former Eastbourne Corp 
AEC Regent Ill/Bruce, AHC 442. Bus in full working order and housed in 
Hampshire. Call Doug on 01256 469271 or email: Douglinda24@sky.com 


STORAGE WANTED 


Central 


Bus Restorations Ltd 


We repair, refurbish and 
restore both modern and 
vintage vehicles. 

Both mechanical and body 
work including woodwork 
undertaken. 

Work undertaken in 
stages to meet individual 
requirements. 

Traditional coachpainting. 

We are located close 
to Junction 15 of the M6 



Undercover storage wanted for minibus for restoration in 
Hampshire area Call 07455 260760. 


RESTORATION SERVICES 


Call 07860 562165 / 01782 791757 
e-mail mark1969owen@hotmail.co.uk 
or visit www.centralbusrestorations.co.uk 



We are currently looking to expand our team & are seeking experienced coachbuilders 

Please contact Seb Marshall on: Tel: 07950 272125 

WWW.HISTORICVEHICLERESTORATION.COM 

We have a large stock of engine spares for AEC & Ley land engines of the 50’s, 60’s, 70’s 

Unit 5 Trackside, Abbot Close, Byfleet, Surrey KT14 7JN 
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COACH REPAIRS & REFURBISHMENT 


Commercial and Vintage Coachwork Specialists 


• Specialist Repairs & Resprays 

• Highest-End Restorations 


• We Have an Extensive Range 
of Parts in Stock and also 
Available to Order 


• Custom Renovations 


• Insurance Approved 


• Our Experienced and Friendly 
Staff Provide Both Impartial 
and Friendly Advice 



and obsolete coach parts always wanted 


Unit 3, Hunmanby Industrial Estate, Bridlington Road, 
Hunmanby, Filey, North Yorkshire, Y014 OPH 

Telephone: 01723 892997 

E-mail: cobusuk@btconnect.com 



































BOOKS, MAGAZINES AND DVDs FOR SALE g ASSISTANCE/INFORMATION WANTED 



DVDs: Farewell to the Routemaster and 
Best Of British Buses, both in perfect 
condition: £6 the pair. 07399 359072. 


Full set of the original Vintage 
Roadscene magazine. In official blue 
binders. Good condition. Covers the 
period 1985-2005. Sensible offers please. 

Contact Ian Mclnnes on 01642 767233 or email ianmcinnes73@live.com 



Buses of London by Colin 
H Curtis £3, 1967 Buses 
Annual £10, Autobussen in 
Nederlands by Martin Wallast 
(Dutch text) £2, Golden Age 
of Buses by Charles Klapper 
£5, Buses Trolleys & Trams by 
Chas S. Dunbar £3, Norfolks 
of Nayland by Geoff Mills £10. 
All good or mint condition, can 
post at cost within UK tel John 
Wakefield on 01223 843802 


London Buses in 2004, 2005, 

2006 and 2007 by London Omnibus Traction Society 60 
pages each, vgc, £3.50 each. Low postage charge.07399 359072. 


Information sought about 1929 Crossley Arrow LG 2637, 

originally built for Samuel Jackson of Crewe and for many years 
stored with the Tameside transport collection in Manchester. Please 
call Les on 01270 582677 after 7.00pm 


PHOTOGRAPHS WANTED 


Quality slide Or photographic collections purchased for cash: 
best prices paid. Call Sandra 024 7661 6930 or email presbusps2@ 
btinternet.com 

Photographs of Bedford J2/Plaxton Embassy : EXS 569F. 

New as unregistered demonstrator to SMT and shown at Scottish 
Commercial Motor Show at Kelvin hall, Glasgow in November 
1967. New to Pattison, Paisley, then Wilkinson, Gateshead, Sowerby 
International of Gisland, Carlisle, Abcan, Carlisle, Tom Jackson, 
Blackpool & G-Line, St Annes. Also early pictures of Bedford J2/Plaxton 
Embassy PVV 888J with Country Lion, Northampton. 

Good quality 6X4 photographs of Wolverhampton trolleybuses: 
459/60/3/74/9/86/94, 605/3/8/28/9. Walsall trolleybuses: 327 
(rebuilt front), 342, (before rebuilding), 852/64/77. Please send on 
approval if possible. Postage refunded. R. Oliver, 8 Wynn Road, Penn, 
Wolverhampton, W. Midlands. WV4 4AL 



you'd be 
surprised 
who 
reads it 


If you like old buses, you'll love 
this gorgeous magazine, 
full of fascinating artides and 
nostalgic pictures that give 
you an insight into the story 
of how we got to where 
we are today. 


If it's good enough for 
James Freeman, we reckon 
you'll enjoy it, too. 


Cl assic Bus 


from 

specialist bookshops, 
many WH Smith 
branches 
or by post from 

Classic Bus Publishing Ltd 
18 Brunstarve Road 
Edinburgh EH15 2QJ 




MODELS FOR SALE 


Collection of 300 model buses assembled over 30 years: diecast/tin 
plate/plastic, some rare, some unknown (German. French Japanese etc) 
But nothing modern. Single items for sale or better still the whole lot 
as an instant collection! send for list. Rob 01743 873072 (rob_wob@ 
yahoo.co.uk) 


MODELS WANTED 



Graham models 


e-mail: graham31.gl@gmail.com 


Buy a*»V 
aiww here 

in the UK and 

_ will collect 
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MISCELLANEOUS ARTEFACTS FOR SALE 


EVENTS 



Coach badges. All pre-used. Two Plaxton £12 per pair, Eurorider 
£10, Volvo £12, Leyland Diesel chrome engine side panel badge in good 
used condition: £50. Free postage and packing; Bedford-Duple 
genuine cast name badge in two sections, good used condition, one 
restored, the other not. £50, with free postage; London Transport 
and Devon General radiator badges, some used, some unused. 
Other badges for sale; Cast alloy script type bus grillE badges: 

£25 each with free postage. Other bus and lorry badges for sale.; 
Three lapel badges in very good condition, never been worn, only 
displayed. £18 for all, free postage; Genuine original Atlantean 
badges, used: £20, Unused: £45. Will post; Genuine original Dart, 
Dominant, Plaxton and Duple Mercedes Benz, badges: £20 each. 
Will separate and post. Call Alan 01872 575140. 


EVENT ORGANISERS: Please send details of your events direct 
to Sandra Lamb for inclusion in this column as soon as possible, 
and in all cases at least three months in advance of the date of the 
event. We regret that otherwise we cannot guarantee inclusion. 
E-mail presbusps2@btinternet.com or by post to 12 Redland Close, 
Aldermans Green Industrial Estate, Coventry, CV2 2NP. 


FRIDAY 7 JULY 

Fleur-de-Lys Annual Classic Vehicle Gathering. Thornes Park, 
Wakefield. 16.00-dusk. Open to vehicles over 25 years of age. Contact: 
01924 825866 


SATURDAY 8 JULY 

Lancashire Model Bus Show. Organised by Model Bus Federation 
Lancashire and Cumbria Area. Nelson Independent Methodist Church, 
Netherfield Road, Nelson, Lancs. BB9 9AW. 1000-1600. Admission: 
Adults £3, accompanied children under 15 £1.50, under 5s free. 
Layouts, sales, trade stands etc. Refreshments available throughout the 
day. For further details, contact: krdiggins@live.co.uk 


SATURDAY/SUNDAY 8/9 JULY 

East Anglia Transport Museum ECW 30th Anniversary 
Weekend. 11.00-17.00 both days. Commemorating the closure of the 
famous Eastern Coach Works factory in Lowestoft 30 years ago, with a 
weekend full of visiting ECW-bodied vehicles from all over the country. 
Free park & ride and bus services to Lowestoft and Beccles as well as 
other excursions. BBQ in the park. East Anglia Transport Museum, 
Chapel Rd, Carlton Colville, Lowestoft, Suffolk NR33 8BL. Telephone 
(01502) 518459, e-mail: admin@eatransportmuseum.co.uk or visit 
website: www.eatransportmuseum.co.uk for full details. 


SUNDAY 9 JULY 

Leyland Society Gathering. Old Warden Aerodrome, near 
Biggleswade, Bedfordshire. Large area of hard standing opposite the main 
hangars for the vehicle display. Please note that normal entry charges 
will apply on the day covering the vehicle display, aircraft collection or 
Swiss Gardens. Two free entry tickets will be provided for each vehicle 
entry. Vehicle entry forms can be downloaded from the Society website 
or by sending an SAE to Gary Dwyer, 8 St. Mary’s Close, West Street, 
Sompting, Lancing, West Sussex, BN 15 OAF. All Leylands, including any 
non-Society members who wish to bring their vehicle, will be extended a 
warm welcome. Event details can be found on www.leylandsociety.co.uk 

Aston Manor Road Transport Museum. 30th Annual Open 
Day. Vehicle displays, stalls and free bus services running throughout 
the day. Museum located at Shenstone Drive, off Northgate, Aldridge, 
West Midlands WS9 8TP. 10.30-16.00. Admission: £5 Adults, £2 Child, 
Family £13 (including event programme). Enquiries: 01922 454761, 
website: www.amrtm.org or on Facebook (under the Museum name). 

South Yorkshire Transport Museum Open Day at South 
Yorkshire Transport Museum, Unit 9, Waddington Way, Aldwarke, 
Rotherham S65 3SH. Open 10.30-16.00, shop and cafe open. Free 
heritage shuttle bus from Rotherham Bus Station (Stand Cl) at 11.45, 
returning from Museum at 14.00. Admission £4, Concessions £2.50, 
Family £10 (max. two adults). Further details from: info@sytm.co.uk or 
Tel: 07852 298082. Website: www.sytm.co.uk 

7th Annual Heath Common Transport Rally and Bus Running 
Day, Wakefield WFI 5DB. 10.00-17.00. Organised by the West 
Riding Bus Group and in conjunction with the Yorkshire Thoroughbred 
Car Club. Free local bus services and feeder services from outlying 
districts. All vintage and classic vehicles welcome. Trade stands and 
food. Contact www.wrbg.weebly.com for application forms. Also on 
Facebook. Email wrbg@talktalk.net or Tel: 07774 626475 

Leatherhead Vintage Bus Running Day. Further details from 
Amersham & District Motorbus Society, 68 Hitcham Road, Taplow, 
Maidenhead SL6 OLZ or e-mail: info@amershammotorbussociety.co.uk 
or on Society website: www.amershammotorbussociety.co.uk 
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SUNDAY 9 JULY 

I Ith Annual Peterborough Bus & Commercial Vehicle Rally at 

Sacrewell Farm on the A47 near Peterborough, PE8 6HJ. 10.00— 16.00. 
All preserved and modern buses, coaches and commercials welcome. 
Stalls also welcome. On site cafe, free bus service from and to 
Peterborough bus station and frequent free vintage bus trips to and 
from Nene Valley Preserved Railway. Free admission for entrants and 
public. Parking £5 (refunded against admission to Farm & Country 
Centre). Details/bus timetables/entry forms on the rally website: www. 
busrally.co.uk 

Burscough. Merseyside Transport Trust Open Day. The 

Merseyside’s annual Open Day at Osprey Place, Burscough Industrial 
Estate, Burscough, nr Ormskirk, L40 8TG. Further information: www. 
mttrust.co.uk 

Gloucestershire Warwickshire Steam Railway 9th Bus Rally 
and Running Day. The GWSR Station, Toddington, Gloucestershire 
GL54 5DT. Parking also available at Cheltenham Racecourse Park & 
Ride,a short walk to the station. Details: A C Shapcott, Rally Organiser 
e-mail: ac.shapcott@btinternet.com Bus/sales stand entry forms will 
be posted on the Gloucestershire & Warwickshire website at www. 
gwsr.com and can be obtained by following the link to Events 2017 and 
then Bus Rally. 


SATURDAY 15 JULY 

Alton, Hants. Alton Bristol RE and Country Pub Running 
Day. Details: hantsandsurreyregroup@gmail.com or: www.bristol-re. 
moonfruit.com 


SATURDAY/SUNDAY 15/16 JULY 

National Tramway Museum Edwardian Event. 10.00-17.30. 
Crich Tramway Village, near Matlock, Derbyshire DE4 5DP, Details: 
e-mail: enquiry@tramway.co.uk, telephone 01773 854321 or visit: 
w w w.t ramway. co.uk 



Sunday 9th July 201 7 
1 Oa m — 5pm 



Heath Common, Wakefield, just off A655 - Sat Nav WF1 5SL 
Large selection of classic vehicles on display 
Large selection of classic cars and T he YorkshireThoroughbred Car Club 
FREE vintage bus services in the Wakefield area 
Trade Stalls: Transport memorabilia, books, models, Photographs, DVDs etc 
Charity Stalls - Raising funds for Yorkshire Air Ambulance 
Children's Funfairand Refreshments 
Feeder Services from Bradford, Keighley 
Regular bus service serving Wakefield’s Railway Stations 
Wakefield Rotarians Car Boot Sale 


More details on our website www.wrbg.weebly.com 


(g) ARRIVA 


BUSFLIX 

FILMS 



West Riding ©@(§)" 

BUS GROUP YORKSHIRE 

- AIR AMBULANCE 



SUNDAY 16 JULY 

Alton Bus Rally & Running Day 2017. Anstey Park, Anstey Lane, 
Alton, Hants, GU34 2HB, 10.00-17.00. Free buses from/to Alton 
railway station connecting with trains from/to London Waterloo. Free 
feeder services from/to Aldershot, Basingstoke, Farnham, Guildford 
and Winchester. 150 buses.Free bus services will operate from Anstey 
Park to surrounding towns and villages. Display of other types of 
vehicles including classic cars, lorries, motorcycles, vans, emergency 
services and military vehicles. Admission to the event is FREE. Catering, 
sales stands, toilet facilities and free parking on site. Programme (with 
timetables) available to purchase on day. Details/entry forms: Alton Bus 
Rally, 23 Somertons Close, Guildford, GU2 9YB. E-mail: altonbusrally@ 
hotmail.co.uk or see website: http://www.altonbusrally.org.uk/ 
www.altonbusrally.org.uk 

Oxford Bus Museum Vintage bus rides. 10.30-16.30 with bus 
rides at 12.15 and 14.45. Station Yard, Long Hanborough, Oxfordshire 
0X29 8LA. Details: 01296 337622 or visit: www.oxfordbusmuseum. 
org.uk 

32nd Annual Fleetwood Festival of Transport (Tram 
Sunday). Lord Street/ North Albert Street, Fleetwood Lancs FY7 
6DU. 10.00-17.00, admission free. Up to 300 classic and vintage vehicles 
in an authentic street scene. Bands, entertainment, street theatre, 
bus/tram trips. Visiting heritage trams. Continental Market. Transport 
stalls. Full cafe and toilet facilities. Free secure parking for 3,000 + 
vehicles. Website for further information/entry forms etc: 
www.tramsunday.co.uk 


SATURDAY 22 JULY 

Boston, LVVS meets the people of Lincolnshire. Up to 5 ex- 

Lincolnshire Road Car buses will be running free local services from 
Boston bus station, 10.00-15.00. In conjunction with Boston Borough 
Council. Details 01522 722705. www.lvvs.org.uk / info@lvvs.org.uk / 
@LincsRTM on Facebook / Twitter 


SUNDAY 23 JULY 

Kent’s Kit Custom and American Car Show. Details: 
www.kentskitcustomandamericancarshow.co.uk 

South Yorkshire Transport Trust Open day at Riverside 
Eastwood Trading estate, Rotherham, Free admission and shuttle bus 
to /from town centre. Over 50 residents plus visiting vehicles and sales 
stands. For details/entry forms: syttevents@mail.com or telephone: 
0748 7 314776 

Friday/Saturday 28/29 July 

London Transport Museum, Depot Discovery Tours at 
Acton Depot. Museum Depot, Acton Town, 2 Museum Way, 118- 
120 Gunnersbury Lane W3 9BQ. All tours last for approximately 
two hours. Tickets must be pre-booked online or via our Ticket 
Office on 0207 565 7298 (open 10.00-17.30 daily) Under 16s must be 
accompanied by an adult. Adult £12, Concession £10, under 16s must 
be accompanied by an adult. Tickets must be pre-booked. Details: 

020 7565 7298 or visit: www.ltmuseum.co.uk 


SATURDAY 29 JULY 

The Trolleybus Museum at Sandtoft. Gathering Saturday 
Trolleyday. Includes twilight trolleybus operation, BBQ and real ale 
beer tent. Sandtoft, nr Doncaster. Details: 01724 711391 or visit: 
www.sandtoft.org.uk 


SATURDAY/SUNDAY 29/30 JULY 

The first North East Festival of Transport in Sunderland. 

Vintage buses, traction engines and commercial vehicles, classic 
cars and motorbikes on display at a prime location on Sunderland’s 
award winning sea front. Entry to the event is being opened up to 
any vehicle built before the year 2000 whether powered by steam, 
internal combustion or even battery; as well as specialist vehicles 
from current transport operators. More information and exhibitor 
applications are available the website: www.seeitdoitsunderland.co.uk/ 
NETransportFestival 
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South Yorkshire 

TRANSPORT TRUST 

Open Day 23 rd July 2017 

The SYTT will be holding the first Open Day at our NEW RIVERSIDE PREMISES. 


*FREE bus service from/to Rotherham town centre *FREE admission 
*Over 50 resident vehicles *Visiting vehicles *Sales Stands 

Why not also join us for our ‘Pre Hibernation’ Day on December 10th 2017 
For more details and entry forms email: syttevents@mail.com 
Or call/text 07487 314776. Please leave your details and we will get back to you. 

SYTT Riverside, Units 1,2 and 3, Chesterton Road, Eastwood Training Estate, 

Eastwood, Rotherham, South Yorkshire. S65 1TD 





OXFORD BUS MUSEUM 

Celebrating 50 years of bus preservation in Oxfordshire 



Oxford Vintage 
Transport Festival 
Sunday 30 July 

Vehicle rally, including display of 
AEC Regal’s and Renown’s at Oxford Parkway. 

Frequent vintage bus rides from Museum to 
Oxford Parkway, Woodstock & Witney. 

Plus sales stalls. 


Museum open: Wednesday’s, Saturday’s & Sundays: 10.30am to 4.30pm 

Rail Station Yard, Long Hanborough, 0X29 8LA 

www.oxfordbusmuseum .org .uk 
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Registered Charity No. 1104834 www.provincialsociety.org 


10:00 - 16:30 


Large display of static buses and coaches 
A day out for all the family 
Transport stalls 


Children s amusements 


Cavalcade around Gosport 


FREE VINTAGE BUS RIDES AROUND THE AREA 


Sponsored by First Hampshire & Dorset Ltd 


VINTAGE & COUNTRY 
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SUNDAY 30 JULY 

The Trolleybus Museum at Sandtoft. Gathering 2017. Transport 
flea market, live music, real ale beer tent, family entertainment. 
Sandtoft, nr Doncaster. For details telephone: 01724 711391 or visit: 
www.sandtoft.org.uk 

Oxford Bus Museum Vintage Transport Festival. Celebrating 50 
Years of Oxford Bus Preservation 1967-2017. Rally at Oxford Parkway 
Station: visiting buses, coaches and cars. Free vintage bus rides, 
frequent services between Museum, Oxford Parkway and Museum 
to Witney. Station Yard, Long Hanborough, Oxfordshire 0X29 8LA. 
Details: 01296 337622 or visit: www.oxfordbusmuseum.org.uk 

Worthing Seafront Bus Rally. 


MONDAY 31 JULY 

National Tramway Museum Horse Tram Day. 10.00-17.00. 
Crich Tramway Village, near Matlock, Derbyshire DE4 5DP, Details: 
e-mail: enquiry@tramway.co.uk, telephone 01773 854321 or visit: 
www.tramway.co.uk 


FRIDAY-SUNDAY 4-6 AUGUST 

Gloucestershire Vintage & Country Extravaganza, at South 
Cerney Airfield near Cirencester, Glos. This huge event caters for 
all vintage vehicle enthusiasts and includes a large bus and coach 
section complete with free rides around the site. Free connecting bus 
services are operated from Kemble railway station and Cirencester 
town centre. Further general information can be obtained at www. 
glosvintageextravaganza.co.uk Vehicle entry forms from bus_coach. 
svtec@yahoo.com or by ringing 07746 412555. 


SUNDAY 6 AUGUST 

Provincial Bus Rally, Stokes Bay, Gosport. 10.00-16.30. Organised 
by The Provincial Society. Vintage bus rides, large static display of 
buses, cavalcade of buses around Gosport. Supported by First 
Hampshire & Dorset and Lucketts Travel. Transport links: Frequent 
free shuttle bus connection from/to Gosport Ferry for Portsmouth: 
train, bus and Isle of Wight ferry links. Souvenir programme and 
timetable available one week before event. Contact: Website: 
www.provincialsociety.org 

Glasgow Vintage Vehicle Trust Open Sunday. Bridgeton Bus 
Garage, for events the public entrance is in Broad Street, Glasgow. The 
garage will be open 11.00-16.00. Admission prices: Adults £ 3.50, 
Child/OAP £2, Family £ 8. Details: Glasgow Vintage Vehicle Trust 
(Scottish Charity No. SC034066), 76 Fordneuk Street, Glasgow, G40 
3AH. E-mail: info@gvvt.org. Website: www.gvvt.org. 

St Helens North West Museum of Road Transport ‘Midland 
Marques of Yesteryear* featuring classic restored cars made by long- 
gone companies from the West Midlands on display in the Museum. 
11.00-16.00. Free Heritage Bus Rides, light refreshments. Museum near 
to St Helens Central rail and bus stations. Free car parking nearby. 
Admission: Adult £4.25, Concessions £3.25, Children 5-17 £2.50, 

Family (2+2) £12.50. Further information from website: www.nwmort. 
co.uk or Tel: 01744 451681. North West Museum of Road Transport, 
The Old Bus Depot, 51 Hall Street, St Helens WAIO I DU. 

Oxford Bus Museum Vintage bus rides. Open 10.30-16.30 
with bus rides at 12.15 and 14.45. Station Yard, Long Hanborough, 
Oxfordshire 0X29 8LA. Details: 01296 337622 or visit: www. 
oxfordbusmuseum.org.uk 

Ipswich Transport Museum. Free Bus Rides to the Museum 
from the town centre and railway station (and back!). Leave the car 
behind and enjoy a leisurely free bus ride to and from the museum. 
Timetable will be on our website from early July. If you wish to come 
into the museum, normal admission charges will apply (Adult £5.50, 
Child £3.50, Concessions £5, Family £16). Further information is 
available from the Ipswich Transport Museum, Old Trolleybus Depot, 
Cobham Road, Ipswich IP3 9JD. Telephone: 01473 715666, e-mail: 
enquiries@ipswichtransportmuseum.co.uk or visit: 
www.ipswichtransportmuseum.co.uk 


Tinkers Park Bus Rally and Model Railway Exhibition. Tinkers 
Park, Hadlow Down, Uckfield, East Sussex, TN22 4HS. 10.00-17.00. 
Admission: Adults £6, Under 16s £2. Model railway show with at least 
12 layouts; Narrow gauge railway offering free rides; Dree Traction 
engine/trailer rides. Free bus services to and from site. Free car 
parking;, various transport related stands, Organ Museum, programmes 
and on-site light refreshments. For more information please also visit: 
www.southdownnational.com or: www.tinkerspark.com Entry forms 
for vehicles and bus related trade stands to: Paul Llewellyn, ‘Oakview’, 
Luxford Lane, Crowborough, TN6 2PJ. 


SATURDAY/SUNDAY 12/13 AUGUST 

National Tramway Museum. World War II - Home Front. 

10.00-17.30. Crich Tramway Village, near Matlock, Derbyshire DE4 
5DP, Details: e-mail: enquiry@tramway.co.uk, telephone 01773 854321 
or visit: www.tramway.co.uk 


SUNDAY 13 AUGUST 

South Yorkshire Transport Museum Open Day at South 
Yorkshire Transport Museum, Unit 9, Waddington Way, Aldwarke, 
Rotherham S65 3SH. Open 10.30-16.00, shop and cafe open. Free 
heritage shuttle bus from Rotherham bus station (Stand Cl) at 11.45, 
returning from Museum at 14.00. Admission £4, Concessions £2.50, 
Family £10 (max. two adults). Further details from: info@sytm.co.uk or 
Tel: 07852 298082. Website: www.sytm.co.uk 

Ipswich Transport Museum. Free Bus Rides to the Museum from 
town centre and railway station (and back!). Leave the car behind and 
enjoy a leisurely free bus ride to and from the museum. Timetable on 
our website from early July. If you wish to come into the museum, 
normal admission charges apply (Adult £5.50, Child £3.50, Concessions 
£5, Family £16). Further details from Ipswich Transport Museum, Old 
Trolleybus Depot, Cobham Road, Ipswich IP3 9JD. Tel: 01473 715666, 
e-mail: enquiries@ipswichtransportmuseum.co.uk or visit: 
www.ipswichtransportmuseum.co.uk 



DORCHESTER 
VINTAGE BUS and 


COACH RUNNING DAY 

Top o’Town car park, Dorchester 
Sunday 13th August 2017 


Organised by the Westcountry Historic Omnibus & Transport Trust (WHOTT) in conjunction 
with West Dorset District Council and the Hardy Society. See our website www.busmuseum.org 
for details or telephone 01395-567795. WHOTT is a registered charity - number 1079795 


Recreating the bus routes run by the former 
Bere Regis & District Motor Services 

Selection of buses and coaches of the past on show 
Free rides to delightful double-barrelled Dorset destinations such as 
Compton Valence, Litton Cheney, Maiden Newton, Winterbourne 
Whitechurch, Milton Abbas and Bere Regis, plus other singularly 
named places such as Piddletrenthide, Puddletown, Charminster, 
Martinstown, Bovington and Poundbury. 

Cafe and toilets on site with free car parking. 

WHOTT sales stand offering a selection of WHOTT publications, 
plus models, photographs and bargain books and magazines 
Launch of latest WHOTT book... The Premises and 
Facilities of the Western National and Southern National 
companies - Part Two. 

Using archive material rarely 
seen before, this volume covers 
premises arranged alphabetically 
across the westcountry, giving 
history of site, OS map references 
photographs and scaled drawings. 
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2017 MUSEUM 1 OPEN WEEKEND 

& Transport Collectors* Fair 

large display of museum & visiting vehicles 

half-hourly free shuttle to/from Dunfermline Bus Station 

Forth Bridges tour (additional charge) 

exhibition hall with display of bus & coach artefacts 

museum shop, cafe & visiting stalls, autojumble & refreshments 

Open I Oam - 5pm. Free Parking. 

Admission: Adult £7, Child/Concession £5, Family £17 

(Child age 5-15, Family up to 2 adults & 2 children) 

Visit our website for details of other events taking place at the museum. 


01383 623 380 www.svbm.org.uk 




Find us on 

Scottish Vintage Bus Museum 

Registered Charity No. SCO 11494 
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Off B9I5, 
follow signs 
from J4, M90 


M90 Commerce Park, Lathalmond, Fife KYI2 OSJ 

Stall & Vehicle Entry Forms can be downloaded from our website. 


SUNDAY 13 AUGUST 

Dorchester. West Country Historic Omnibus and Transport 
Trust (WHOTT) 3rd Annual Running Day. 10.00-16.00. Top o’ 
Town car park, Dorchester. Link with the Hardy Society celebrating 
130th anniversary of his book The Woodlanders. A free coach tour of 
sites associated with the book will take place in the afternoon with an 
on-board commentary given by a local Hardy expert. Free parking. The 
rally site has a cafe and toilets and is ten min walk from the two railway 
stations. Direct trains from London and Bristol. Top o’ Town car park 
is the site of the former Bere Regis & District headquarters, garage 
and main works. Entry forms and more details available shortly from 
our website www.busmuseum.org.uk or from our chairman Robert 
Crawley, Kalmia, Church Road, Colaton Raleigh, Devon EXI0 OLW or 
by telephone 01395-567795, mobile 07974-567756, email chairman@ 
busmuseum.org.uk. 

Dewsbury Bus Museum Summer Spectacular at the Mill Outlet, 
Batley. Admission by programme, £3 adult, accompanied children free. 
Advance copy available for £4 by sending a cheque payable to West 
Riding Omnibus Museum Trust, 47E Dale Street, Ossett WF5 9HE. 
10.00-16.30 with a full day of free services and tours. Free shuttle 
service from Dewsbury South Street to the Ravensthorpe Museum 
building & the Mill Outlet. More than 25 vehicles running in service 
and a large selection of visiting buses and trade stalls, Museum Cafe, 
Tombola and much more. Visiting vehicles always welcome. Free 
feeder services from Bradford, Castleford, Huddersfield, Keighley, 
Leeds, Pontefract & Wakefield. For more information visit: www. 
dewsburybusmuseum.co.uk 

Norwich Running Day arranged by Firstbus in collaboration with 
EATM and ETCS. 


SATURDAY/SUNDAY 19/20 AUGUST 

The Trolleybus Museum at Sandtoft. Trolleydays plus Blues 
& Twos Weekend. Sandtoft, nr Doncaster. Details: 01724 711391 or 
visit: www.sandtoft.org.uk 
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QAMUEL LEBG4JM) 

Society 


Calling all bus r air, railway and shipping enthusiasts! 

13th ANNUAL TRANSPORT 
COLLECTORS' FAIR 

PUDSEY CIVIC HALL, LEEDS 

Saturday 14th October 2017 

Doors open 10am until 3pm 

Up to 100 stalls selling all manner of transport related 
memorabilia, books, photos, tickets, metalwork and railwayana 

Refreshments available from 10am to 3pm 



Admission 
only £1 


i-=L n* i- 



Venue location: 

200yds from New Pudsey Station. 

Near the junction of the A6120 Leeds Ring Road 
and the A647 Leeds to Bradford Road at 'Dawson's Corner' 
About 2 miles from the centre of Pudsey 

Civic Hall signposted - FREE car parking adjacent to Hall 
OWLCOTES SHOPPING CENTRE NEARBY 


Enquiries: Barry Rennison, Tel: 0113 2363695 

E-mail: rennison@cc-email.co.uk 


TA4 "X 

Transport Auctions of London 

TRANSPORT AUCTIONS of LONDON 

The leading Auction House in the South for 

TRANSPORT 

COLLECTABLES & EPHEMERA 

Signs & plates, badges, posters, maps, timetables, destination blinds, 
tickets & ticket machines, railwayana and other relics 

3 sales a year at the Croydon Park Hotel, East Croydon. 

Join us in the saleroom or bid live on the internet. 

Next sale: Saturday 28 October 2017 

• Unrivalled market knowledge & expertise 

• Free expert advice & valuations, cash offers available 

• Comprehensive catalogues, free by email 

• Prompt payments to vendors 

• Fast & friendly response to all enquiries 



Now taking entries for our October sale 
Contact us for free advice and valuations 


^1 



enquiries@transportauctionslondon.com 
Tel: 01737 237505 
www.transportauctionslondon.com 
Facebook: transportauctionsoflondon 
Twitter: @TranspAuctions 
Transport Auctions of London Ltd 
Hamilton House, 87-89 Bell Street, Reigate RH2 7AN 
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SUNDAY 20 AUGUST 

Oxford Bus Museum Vintage bus rides. 10.30-16.30 with bus rides 
at 12.15 and 14.45. Station Yard, Long Hanborough, Oxfordshire 0X29 
8LA. Details: 01296 337622 or visit: www.oxfordbusmuseum.org.uk 


SUNDAY/MONDAY 27/28 AUGUST 

National Tramway Museum. Classic Transport Gathering. 10.00- 
17.30. Crich Tramway Village, near Matlock, Derbyshire DE4 5DP, Details: 
e-mail: enquiry@tramway.co.uk, tel 01773 854321 orwww.tramway.co.uk 


Ipswich Transport Museum. Free Bus Rides to the Museum from 
town centre and railway station (and back!). Leave the car behind and 
enjoy a leisurely free bus ride to and from the museum. Timetable on 
our website from early July. If you wish to come into the museum, 
normal admission charges apply (Adult £5.50, Child £3.50, Concessions 
£5, Family £16). Further details from Ipswich Transport Museum, Old 
Trolleybus Depot, Cobham Road, Ipswich IP3 9JD. Tel: 01473 715666, 
e-mail: enquiries@ipswichtransportmuseum.co.uk or visit: www. 
ipswichtransportmuseum.co.uk 

Key Publishing Buses 2017 Festival. Heritage Motor Centre, 

Banbury Road, Gaydon, Warwickshire CV35 OBJ. 10.00-17.00. Vehicle 
displays, trade stalls, free rides around the centre and local scenic routes. 
Ticket price includes access to Museum, parking and courtesy bus from 
Leamington Spa railway station. Trade Stand booking & enquiries: Julie 
Lawson, Tel: 01780 755131 or e-mail: Julie.lawson@keypublishing.com 
More information on website: www.busesfestival.com 

Leeds Classic Bus Runday. Heritage buses operating a network 
of five routes around Leeds adjacent to the bus station, e-mail: 
penninebusrallies@outlook.com for details. 


TUESDAY 22 AUGUST 

National Tramway Museum Horse Tram Day. 10.00-17.00. Crich 
Tramway Village, near Matlock, Derbyshire DE4 5DP, Details: e-mail: 
enquiry@tramway.co.uk, telephone 01773 854321 or visit: www. 
tramway.co.uk 


FRIDAY/SATURDAY 25/26 AUGUST 

London Transport Museum, Depot Discovery Tours at Acton 
Depot. Museum Depot, Acton Town, 2 Museum Way, 118-120 
Gunnersbury Lane W3 9BQ. All tours last for approximately two 
hours. Tickets must be pre-booked online or via our Ticket Office on 
0207 565 7298 (open 10.00— 17.30 daily) Adult £12, Concession £10, 
under 16s must be accompanied by an adult. Tickets must be pre¬ 
booked. Details: 020 7565 7298 or visit: www.ltmuseum.co.uk 


SATURDAY 26 AUGUST 

Warminster, Wilts. Imberbus. A half-hourly service of 
Routemasters, plus several guest vehicles, will operate from 
Warminster rail station to the abandoned village of Imber, most 
services continuing to other remote destinations on Salisbury 
Plain. Service operated by Bath Bus Company with the support of many 
other leading bus companies. Details on: www.imberbus.wordpress. 
com Timetable on website at least two weeks before event. Persons 
without access to the internet can obtain a timetable after 12 August by 
sending a stamped addressed envelope (marked ‘Imberbus timetable’) 
to UK Transport Services, 4 Saxon’s Acre, Warminster BAI2 8HT. 


SATURDAY-MONDAY 26-28 AUGUST 
The Trolleybus Museum at Sandtoft. Big City Weekend 
Trolleydays. Sandtoft, nr Doncaster. Details: 01724 711391 or visit: 
www.sandtoft.org.uk 


SUNDAY 27 AUGUST 

3rd Annual Sheffield Rally and Bus Running Day. 10.00-17.00 
at Tesco Abbeydale Road park and ride, S7 2QB. Free local bus 
services. All classic and vintage buses and coaches welcome. Trade 
stalls welcome. Contact www.wrbg.weebly.com for application forms, 
also on Facebook. E-mail: wrbg@talktalk.com or Telephone 07774 
626475. Organised by the West Riding Bus Group. 

Colne Valley Railway, Bus and Commercial Vehicle Rally. 

Castle Hedingham, Essex C09 3DZ (on AI0I7 between Halstead and 
Haverhill). 10:30-16:30, Vehicles of all ages welcome. Further info: 
info@colnevalleyrailway.co.uk or telephone 01787 461174. 


The Transport Museum Wythall. Summer Special. We will run 
as many classic buses as we can for your enjoyment, plus sales stands, 
miniature steam railway rides. Museum open 10.30-17.00 (last admission 
16.30). Museum bus service 750 operates on both days from Holloway 
Circus (Suffolk St Queensway, near New Alexandra Theatre), central 
Birmingham, at 10.30 and 11.45 (fare £2.50 each way) and from Maypole at 
10.50 and 12.05. Admission: £7 adult, £3.50 child. Family tickets available. 
Admission and all-day bus riding ticket: £12 adult, £6 child. For details 
contact the Transport Museum, Chapel Lane, Wythall B47 6JX. Tel: 01564 
826471, e-mail: enquiries@wythall.org.uk or visit: www.wythall.org.uk 



ALDENHAM TRANSPORT SPECTACULAR 

ALLUM HALL 2 ALLUM LANE. ELSTREE ANDBOREHAMWOOD. WD6 3PJ 

SATURDAY 4TH NOVEMBER 2017 



5 minute walk from Orree & Borehamwood Suwon (Zone 6) TRANSPORT RELATED ITEMS FOR SALE. 

Four ThamejlinkTrains Per Hour. HOT AND COLD REFRESHMENTS AVAILABLE 

Tfl bus routes 107 and 292. Non-TfL routes 306.658 an<U?3 

FACEBOOK.COM/ALDENHAMTRANSPORTSPECTACULAR FOR MORE DETAILS 



MUSEUMS 


Chapel Lane, Wythall, 
Worcestershire B47 6JX 
www.wythall.org.uk 

Tel: 01564 826471 
registered charity no 1167872 


(open 10.30am - 5pm) 


AUGUST BANK HOLIDAY 
SUNDAY & MONDAY 
27th & 28th AUGUST 


SATURDAY OCTOBER 28th 
TWILIGHT RUNNING DAY 
(OPEN 11am - 7pm) 


AUTUMN RUNNING DAY 
OCTOBER 8th 

BIRMINGHAM BUSES BIRTHDAY 


TRANSPORT 

Museum 

WYTHALL 
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subscriptions 



telephone 01442 820580 

e-mail bcp@webscribe.co.uk 

Unit 4, College Road Business Park, College Road North, Aston Clinton, HP22 5EZ 











































Special 


Offer 


Take out a new 

B&CP subscription 


and receive a 
£25 voucher 
to spend 
with Presbus 
Publishing. 


voucher 


1 


\ 




Use your voucher to buy books & DVDs. 
We have the largest selection of both 
available on the rally scene! 



SUBSCRIBE TODAY! 

I would like to take out a subscription to Bus & Coach Preservation, starting with the 
_issue, and claim my special offer. 

□ 12 issues-UK £55.20 □ 12 issues - Europe £81.20 □ 12 issues - ROW £91.20 

□ Quarterly Direct Debit - £13.80 per quarter (UK - 12 issues only) CODE: BCP203 


Gift Subscription Details (if required) 


Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms:_Forename: 

Surname:_ 

Address:_ 

Post Code:_Country: _ 

Tel No:_ 

E-mail:_ 


Your Details 


Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms:_Forename: 

Surname:_ 

Address:_ 

Post Code:_Country: _ 

Tel No:_ 

E-mail:_ 


Debit / Credit Card 


For credit/debit card orders, please call 01442 820580 


Cheque 


I enclose a cheque to the value of £ _ 

(please make cheque payable to Presbus Publishing - Eurocheques are not accepted) 

Offer ends 10.8.17 - only open to new subscribers. Subscriptions are non-refundable. 

From time to time, Presbus Publishing may contact you with information or offers regarding subscriptions and other 
products. If you do not wish to receive such information or offers, then please tick the following box □ 

INSTRUCTION TO YOUR BANK OR 44^VdIRECT 

BUILDING SOCIETY TO PAY BY DIRECT DEBIT V§X De b ' * 

Please fill in the whole form using a ball point pen and send to: 

Bus & Coach Preservation Subscriptions Department 

Unit 4, College Road Business Park, College Road North, Aston Clinton, HP22 5EZ. 
Tel: 01442 820580 Fax: 01442 827912 E-mail: bcp@webscribe.co.uk 

Name and full postal address of your bank or building society 

Service Users Number: 


4 2 7 0 4 9 


Name of Bank / Building Society:_ 

Address of Bank / Building Society:_ 

_Post Code: 


Name of Account Holder: 


Bank / Building Society Account Number 












Branch Sort Code: 











Reference (office use only) 












Instruction to your Bank or Building Society 

Please pay Presbus Publishing Direct Debits from the account detailed in this instruction subject to the safeguards 
assured by the Direct Debit Guarantee. I understand that this instruction may remain with Presbus Publishing and, if so, 
details will be passed electronically to my Bank/Building Society. 


Signature: 


Date: 


Banks and building societies may not accept Direct Debit instructions for some types of account. 


—-=*£-■ 
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The Direct Debit Guarantee (this should be detached and retained by the payer) 

■ This Guarantee is offered by all banks and building societies that accept instructions to pay Direct Debits. 

■ If there are any changes to the amount, date or frequency of your Direct Debit (Webscribe Ltd) will notify you 10 
working days in advance of your account being debited or as otherwise agreed. If you request (Webscribe Ltd) to 
collect a payment, confirmation of the amount and date will be given to you at the time of the request. 

■ If an error is made in the payment of your Direct Debit, by (Webscribe Ltd) or your bank or building society, you are 
entitled to a full and immediate refund of the amount paid from your bank or building society. 

■ If you receive a refund you are not entitled to, you must pay it back when (Webscribe Ltd) asks you to. 

■ You can cancel a Direct Debit at any time by simply contacting your bank or building society. Written confirmation may 
be required. Please also notify us. 






























































































































Mail Order Book Service 


88 Presbus 

PUBLISHING 


We accept payment by major 
credit/debit cards and also by 
cheques made payable to 
Presbus Publishing. 


MasterCard 



I I 


VISA 
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VISA 



Orders are sent 

(to UK addresses only). Please 

call for overseas postal rates. 

Please allow 14 days for delivery. 
If you require a faster service, 
please notify us at the time of 
placing your order. 

Presbus Publishing 

Unit 12, Redland Close 
Aldermans Green Industrial Estate 
Coventry CV2 2NP 

See our website for a full list of 
titles currently available. E&EOE 


024 7661 6930 

e-mail: presbusps2@btinternet.com 

www.presbuspublishing.com 

PLEASE INCLUDE A TELEPHONE 
NUMBER WITH ALL ORDERS! 


This exclusive service is provided 
by the publishers of 



ORDER NOW 
FOR POST-FREE 
UK" DELIVERY 

(* APPLIES TO UK ORDERS ONLY - 
PLEASE CALL FOR OVERSEAS RATES) 


A SELECTION OF NEW AND RECENT TITLES 



LONDON TRANSPORT BUSES 
IN EAST LONDON AND ESSEX 

TMF 19405 AND *97155 


Roadside With 


SUFFOLK 

BUSES 


A-Z OF BRITISH 
TROLLEYBUSES 


The Green Line 
EoLfterntfsler Coach 


THE NATIONAL BUS COMPANY 

THE MIOOlEYEARS 

STEPHEN DOttiE 


Lombard Gerin 
and Inventing the 
Trolleybus 

A Bruce \ Trolleybooks 
158 pages | hbk 

£28.00 


Allen’s of 
Mountsorrel 

Bennett & Banbury | 
Paul media 
94 pages | sbk 

£16.00 


London Transport 
Buses in East London 
and Essex 

David Christie | Amberley 
96 pages | sbk 

£14.99 


Routemaster 
Handbook 4th Edn 

A Morgan \ Capital 
144 pages | sbk 

£16.50 


Trolleybus Twilight 

Jim Blake | Pen & Sword 
112 pages | hbk 

£19.99 


TROLLEYBUS 

TWILIGHT 


SOUTHDOWN 
IN THE 1930s 


Southdown in the 
1930s 

C Druce | Capital 

Transport 

168 pages \ hbk 

£25.00 


The Green Line 
Routemaster Coach 

M Dryhurst / J Bowden 
Bowden Publishing 
42 pages | sbk 


The National Bus 
Company:The 
Middle Years 

S Dowie | Amberley 
96 pages | sbk 

£14.99 


Buses,Trams, 
Trolleybuses & 
Recollections 1962 

H Conn | Silver Link 
48 pages | sbk £6.00 


www.presbuspublishing.com 


































































ORDER NOW AND GET 
POST-FREE UK DELIVERY 


TITLE 


PUBLISHER WAS NOW 


Super 

Summer 


Presbus publishing 


We have limited stocks, so or 
now to avoid disappointment. 


Alexander’s Buses 

Ian Allan 

AEC Buses since 1955 

Ian Allan 

AEC Regent V 

Ian Allan 

Badgerline 

Ian Allan 

BET Buses in the 1960s 

Ian Allan 

Birmingham Buses Route by Route 

Ian Allan 

Bristol Lodekka in Colour 

Ian Allan 

Britain’s Olympic Hope 

Presbus Publishing 

Bus Ancillary Vehicles 

Ian Allan 

Bus & Coach Preservation H’book 2010 

Presbus Publishing 

Central South Buses in the 1970s 

Presbus Publishing 

Colours of the South Downs 

Capital Transport 

Crosville in Colour 1965-1986 

Ian Allan 

Dennis Dominator 

Ian Allan 

Glory Days United Counties 

Ian Allan 

Glory Days Yorkshire Traction 

Ian Allan 

GNR (1) Road Motor Services 

Venture 

Go-Ahead Group 

Ian Allan 

History of the Thames Valley Traction Co 1931-45 

Paul Lacey 

History of the Thames Valley Traction Co 1946-60 

Paul Lacey 

History of the Thames Valley Traction Co 1961-71 

Paul Lacey 

Independent Buses of South & West Wales 
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FEATURES INCLUDE: 


BRITISH MOTOR MUSEUM, GAYDON, 
WARWICKSHIRE CV35 OBJ 


To book: Call 01780 480 404 
or visit: www.busesfestival.com 


Brought to you by 
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To exhibit your vehicle or trade, contact Julie Lawson 
on 01780 755 131, email: julie.lawson@keypublishing.com 
or visit www.busesfestival.com for more info. 


1 

20 AUGUST 2017 

CLASSIC AND MODERN BUS EVENT 


SAVE ££s 


WHEN BOOKING IN ADVANCE 


ADVANCE TICKETS 

Adult SU 0 Save £4* 

Child £^8 Save £3* 


* Restored Buses and Coaches on display from a range of 
decades and fleets 

* Quality traders selling bus related items 

* Modern PSVs and industry suppliers 

* Free bus rides around the British Motor Museum and local 
scenic routes 


Check out the official website for vehicle, trade and exhibit listinas 


TICKET PRICE INCLUDES: 


Access to British Motor Museum 
Parking 

Courtesy bus from Leamington Spa train station 

Kindly provided by Stagecoach 


ON THE DAY PRICES: 


Adult: £14 • Concessions: £12 • Child (5-16 yrs): £9 
• Children under 5: FREE • Family (2 adults, 3 children): £39 
Opening times: 10am-4pm 

Children under 16 must be accompanied by an adult at all times. ^Savings against British Motor Museum 
on-the-day ticket prices. Deadline for advance ticket orders 11 August 201 7. 



































